


“ The University of Southern Indiana is an engaged learning community advancing 





2

A reception will be held in University Center East immediately following the ceremony.
Join us in the celebration on social media by including #USIGrad in your posts.

Processional
	 Evansville Brass Quintet 
	 Pomp and Circumstance, Edward Elgar, Composer

Grand Marshal
	 Anne A. Statham, Professor of Sociology

National Anthem
	 Cecilia Paradise ’19 

Welcome and Introductions
	 Linda L. M. Bennett, President 

Reflection
	 Jason R. Holder ’17 

Class of 2017 Recognition
	 Mohammed F. Khayum, Dean of the Romain College of Business; Professor of Economics

The Commencement Address
	 Stephen C. Zehr, Professor of Sociology

Conferral of Degrees
	 Linda L. M. Bennett, President  
	 Assisted by Ronald S. Rochon, Provost

Presentation of Graduates
	 A. David Hitchcock, Director of Center for Interdisciplinary Studies; Associate Professor of Spanish

Master Degrees
	 Ronald S. Rochon, Provost

Baccalaureate Degrees
	 Mohammed F. Khayum, Dean of the Romain College of Business; Professor of Economics

	 James M. Beeby, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts; Professor of History

Associate Degrees
	 Ronald S. Rochon, Provost

Welcome from the USI Alumni Association
	 John B. Raisor ’03, President of the USI Alumni Association

Recessional
	 Evansville Brass Quintet

Order of the 2017 Fall Commencement Exercises

Romain College of Business and  
College of Liberal Arts Ceremony

Saturday, December 9, 2017
10 a.m.
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Dr. Stephen C. Zehr, professor of sociology, is the 2017 recipient of the 
Distinguished Professor Award and will deliver the Commencement 

Address for the Romain College of Business and College of Liberal Arts 
Ceremony. He is being honored for his research, service and teaching in  
the fields of sociology and science and technology studies.

Zehr began his career at USI in 1994 as assistant professor of sociology.  
In 1997, he became associate professor of sociology and, in 2006, professor  
of sociology. He has served as chair of the Sociology Department and as 
interim director of the Master of Arts in Liberal Studies Program. 

While at USI, Zehr has served on 38 University, college or department 
committees, of which he chaired 10. He has served in a variety of 
administrative roles or memberships with national and international 
professional organizations including the American Sociological Association, 
Society for Social Studies of Science (4S), and U.S. National Science 
Foundation (NSF). Most notably, he was appointed secretary for 4S and 
program officer and interim expert for the NSF Program in Science, 
Technology and Society. 
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A reception will be held in University Center East immediately following the ceremony.
Join us in the celebration on social media by including #USIGrad in your posts.

Order of the 2017 Fall Commencement Exercises

College of Nursing and Health Professions  
and Pott College of Science, Engineering,  

and Education Ceremony
Saturday, December 9, 2017

1 p.m.
Processional
	 Evansville Brass Quintet 
	 Pomp and Circumstance, Edward Elgar, Composer

Grand Marshal
	�
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Mr. Robert Millard-Mendez, professor of art in the Art and Design 
Department, is the 2017 recipient of the H. Lee Cooper Core 

Curriculum Teaching Award and will deliver the Commencement Address 
for the College of Nursing and Health Professions and Pott College of 
Science, Engineering, and Education Ceremony. He is being honored for 
his embodiment of creative instruction in teaching students how to be more 
creative themselves. 

Millard-Mendez began his career at USI in 2006 as assistant professor of art. 
He became associate professor in 2011 and full professor in 2017. He was 
assistant chair of the Art and Design Department from 2010-2013 before 
holding the chair position in the 2016-2017 academic year. 

Graduating summa cum laude from the University of Massachusetts Lowell, 
Millard-Mendez ach7 academic year. 
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Devonte L. W. Thomas, Evansville 
	 Finance
Zena S. Tieken, Ferdinand 
	 Accounting and Professional Services
Abigail C. Trotter, Fairfield, Illinois 
	� Accounting and Professional Services, 

magna cum laude
Natasha R. Vanover, Rockport 
	 Computer Information Systems

Mackenzie Brooke Wagner, Evansville 
	 Marketing
Danielle Elaine Warthen, Mooresville 
	 Marketing
David Scott Watts, Orleans 
	 Management
Kailyn Darby Wead, Houston, Texas 
	 Computer Information Systems

Stephón Joshua Wilkins, Indianapolis 
	� Accounting and Professional Services  

and Finance
Craig Joseph Wilmes, Evansville 
	� Accounting and Professional Services, 

magna cum laude
Brandon L. Woods, Evansville 
	 Computer Science, cum laude
Adam Scott Zehme, Orland Park, Illinois 
	 Business Administration

College of Liberal Arts

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Austin Michael Ahrens, Ridgway, Illinois 
	 Art
Ashley Nicole Allen, Paoli 
	 Theatre Arts, cum laude
Mohammed Abdulrazaq A. Almohammedali,  
	 Dammam, Saudi Arabia 
	 English
Jacquelyn Kay Baysinger, Buffalo Lake,  
	 Minnesota 
	 English, cum laude
Monique A. Belmedioni, Evansville 
	 Art
Angela Renee Bohan, Evansville 
	 Art
Jason Anthony Bowles, Evansville 
	 Psychology
Kandis Kay Brinker, Evansville 
	 English, cum laude
Haley N. Carreon, Cynthiana 
	 Art and International Studies
Justin Lyndon Cecil, Whitesville, Kentucky 
	 Art
Jonathan Joseph Cochren, Evansville 
	 Radio and Television
Hope Doninger, Evansville 
	 International Studies
Baylee Nicole Flittner, Evansville 
	 English, cum laude
Justin D. Gentry, Hanson, Kentucky 
	 Spanish Studies, magna cum laude
Graham Joseph Gerni, Bloomfield 
	 English
Shelby Dawn Gilliam, Newburgh 
	 International Studies, magna cum laude 
	 University Honors Scholar

Kristen Elise Hahn, Evansville 
	 Spanish Studies, cum laude
Savannah Paige Hoskinson, Tell City 
	 Art
Rachel Eileen Johnson, Decatur 
	 German Studies, magna cum laude
Henry Joseph Kathman, Bloomington 
	 English (Teaching)

Shelby Gayle Lammela, Evansville 
	 Public Relations and Advertising
Sarah E. Loesch, Evansville 
	 Journalism
Alisha Marie Ludwig, Terre Haute 
	 Psychology
Courtney D. Marshall, Owensboro, Kentucky 
	 Criminal Justice and English, cum laude
Taylor Jane McCoy, Attica 
	 Anthropology
Hannah Elizabeth McNeely, Evansville 
	 English
Coralys Miranda-Reyes, Fort Wayne 
	� Anthropology and International Studies 

and Spanish Studies 
Shelby Nicole Moring, Evansville 
	 Art, magna cum laude
Samuel H. Morris, Evansville 
	 English
Bailee Nicole Moser, Jasper 
	 Public Relations and Advertising
Tierra Rose O’Keefe, Huntingburg 
	 Political Science
Jessie MacKenzie Pouch, Noblesville 
	 Sociology, cum laude
Alexandria E. Schoon, Mount Carmel,  
	 Illinois 
	 English (Teaching)
Christine Renee South, Enfield, Illinois 
	 English (Teaching), summa cum laude
Arden Foster Tiede, Indianapolis 
	 Theatre Arts
Matthew Kyle Trammel, Mount Vernon 
	 Art
Joseph Trapp, Wadesville 
	 International Studies
Ellana Carlyle Winfield, Evansville 
	 English

BACHELOR OF 
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES
Taylor B. Austin, Evansville 
	 Individualized Studies, cum laude
Tyler W. Austin, Evansville 
	 Individualized Studies, cum laude

Tiffany S. Ball, Evansville 
	 Individualized Studies
Tyrone L. Bradshaw, Cincinnati, Ohio 
	 Individualized Studies
Holly Coon, Kokomo 
	 Individualized Studies
Kathleen Dyan Effinger, Indianapolis 
	 Individualized Studies
Shannon Fries, Newburgh 
	 Individualized Studies
Adam Micah Greemore, Newburgh 
	 Individualized Studies
Jeffrey R. Lampton, Hendersonville, Tennessee 
	 Individualized Studies
Jack Lipchik, Kokomo 
	 Individualized Studies
Stephanie L. Nyberg, Evansville 
	 Individualized Studies
Crystal Lynn Willoughby, Evansville 
	 Individualized Studies
Gregory L. Wood, Owensboro, Kentucky 
	 Individualized Studies
Brenna Mikal Wu, Evansville 
	 Individualized Studies, cum laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Steven Lewis Alsobrooks, Vincennes 
	 History
Kimberly Kay Amick, Wadesville 
	 Art
Courtney M. Backer, Tell City 
	 Psychology
Alexis Dawn Best, Evansville 
	 Public Relations and Advertising
Osman Ralph Bien Aime, Henderson, Kentucky 
	 Psychology
DeAgah L. Brodie, Evansville 
	 Criminal Justice
Wesley A. Buehler, Owensboro, Kentucky 
	 Art
Jordan Paul Buescher, Edwardsport 
	 Public Relations and Advertising
Yvonne Bunch, Chicago, Illinois 
	 Public Relations and Advertising
Zachary M. Burklow, Evansville 
	 Public Relations and Advertising
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Sarah Elizabeth Chaney, Montgomery 
	 Psychology, cum laude
Derek Lynn Clevy, Sumner, Illinois 
	 Psychology
Sue Ellen Culley, Evansville 
	 Art
Patricia L. Daab, Bloomington 
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Haley J. Winiger, Evansville 
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College of Nursing and Health Professions and 
Pott College of Science, Engineering,  

and Education Ceremony 
Saturday, December 9, 2017 

1 p.m.

Master Degrees

MASTER OF HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION
Christina L. Black, Olathe, Kansas
Rhonda Gail Broerman, Richland City
Beverly DeKemper, Jasper
Sarah J. Dyson, Evansville
Donald Louis Gallucci, Newburgh
Christine L. Gogel, Jasper
Diane Marie Gress, Celestine
Tara Michelle Hatfield, Brownstown
Angela Carol Hoagland, Eckerty
Ashley B. Hobbs, Bardstown, Kentucky
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Kaylee Rene Monroe, Indianapolis 
	 Health Services, cum laude
Kalen Nicole Nice, Salem 
	 Health Services
Mary Lou Norman, Newburgh 
	� Radiologic and Imaging Sciences, 

magna cum laude
Jeff Norrick, Pike County 
	 Health Services
Brianna Morgan Osborne, Mount Vernon 
	 Health Services
Holly Marie Overton, Evansville 
	 Health Services, cum laude
Nicole L. Overton, Evansville 
	 Health Services
Devarshi Bharat Patel, Boonville 
	 Food and Nutrition, cum laude
Tracey Lynn Philpott, Salem 
	 Health Services, cum laude
Gabrielle Nicole Ramsey, Rushville 
	 Health Services,  
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Rachel Ann Bacher, Georgetown 
	 Environmental Science, magna cum laude 
	 University Honors Scholar

Alyssa A. Barnett, Utica, Kentucky 
	 Exercise Science, cum laude
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President Linda L. M. Bennett became the third president 
of the University of Southern Indiana in 2009. In her 

inaugural address, she referenced the University’s founding 
in 1965 and said, “Service to a greater good was a primary 
reason the University of Southern Indiana was created. It is 
our touchstone, and years after our founding and emergence 
as a separate state University, there is little doubt that USI 
is delivering on the promise of its founding.” 

From its earliest stage of planning in the early 1960s, 
community leaders have supported the University by 
providing a solid base for its present success and future 
growth. Local leaders worked with members of the Indiana 
General Assembly and governor’s offi ce to establish a 
public higher education campus. For the last 50 years, the 
University has continued to uphold its mission under the 
strong leadership of its fi rst two presidents, David L. Rice 
and H. Ray Hoops, and now Bennett. 

The University of Southern Indiana began on September 15, 
1965, in the old Centennial School Building, offering classes 
to 412 students. In 1967 Southern Indiana Higher Education, 
Inc. (SIHE) raised nearly $1 million to acquire the land 
where the campus now sits. Groundbreaking for the 
campus was held on June 22, 1968, and the University 
moved to its present site four miles west of the city limits 
of Evansville in September 1969, graduated its fi rst class of 
baccalaureate degree students in 1971, and achieved initial 
North Central Association accreditation in 1974. 
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“ The University of Southern Indiana is an engaged learning community advancing 
education and knowledge, enhancing civic and cultural awareness, and fostering 
partnerships through comprehensive outreach programs. We prepare individuals to 
live wisely in a diverse and global community.”

—USI Mission Statement
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