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What Is IPEDS?

The  Integrated  Postsecondary  Education  Data
System (IPEDS) is a system of survey components
that  collects data from all  institutions that  provide
postsecondary education and are eligible to receive
Title IV funding across the United States and other
U.S. jurisdictions.

These data are used at the federal and state level for
policy analysis and development; at the institutional
level  for  benchmarking and peer analysis;  and by
students and parents, through the College Navigator
(https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/), an online tool
to  aid  in  the  college  search  process.  Additional
information  about  IPEDS  can  be  found  on  the
website  at  https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds.

What Is the Purpose of This Report?

The Data Feedback Report  is  intended to provide
institutions  a  context  for  examining  the  data  they
submitted to IPEDS. The purpose of this report is to
provide institutional executives a useful resource and
to  help  improve  the  quality  and  comparability  of
IPEDS  data.

What Is in This Report?

The  figures  in  this  report  provide  a  selection  of
indicators for your institution to compare with a group
of similar institutions. The figures draw from the data
collected during the 2019-20 IPEDS collection cycle
and are the most recent data available. The inside
cover of this report lists the pre-selected comparison
group of institutions and the criteria used for their
selection. The Methodological Notes at the end of the
report  describe additional information about these
indicators and the pre-selected comparison group.

Where Can I Do More with IPEDS Data?

Each institution can access previously released Data
Feedback  Reports  from 2005  and  customize  this
2020 report by using a different comparison group
and IPEDS variables of its choosing. To learn how to
customize the 2020 report, visit this resource page
https://nces.ed.gov/Ipeds/Help/View/2. To download
archived  reports  or  customize  the  current  Data
Feedback Report, visit the óUse the Dataô portal on
the  IPEDS website  https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds  and
click  on  Data  Feedback  Report.

 

https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds
https://nces.ed.gov/Ipeds/Help/View/2
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds
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COMPARISON GROUP
Comparison group data are included to provide a context for interpreting your institutionôs indicators. If your institution did not define a custom
comparison group for this report by July 13, 2020 NCES selected a comparison group for you. (In this case, the characteristics used to define
the comparison group appears below.) The customized Data Feedback Report function available at https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data/
can be used to reproduce the figures in this report using different peer groups.

The custom comparison group chosen by University of Southern Indiana includes the following 10 institutions:

Ferris State University (Big Rapids, MI)
Kutztown University of Pennsylvania (Kutztown, PA)
Minnesota State University-Mankato (Mankato, MN)
Northern Michigan University (Marquette, MI)
Sam Houston State University (Huntsville, TX)
Slippery Rock University of Pennsylvania (Slippery Rock, PA)
Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville (Edwardsville, IL)
The University of Tennessee-Chattanooga (Chattanooga, TN)
University of West Georgia (Carrollton, GA)
Western Carolina University (Cullowhee, NC)

The figures in this report have been organized and ordered into the following topic areas:

Topic Area Figures Pages
1) Admissions (only for non-open-admissions schools) 1 and 2 3
2) Student Enrollment 3, 4 and 5 3 and 4
3) Awards 6 4
4) Charges and Net Price 7 and 8 4 and 5
5) Student Financial Aid 9 and 10 5
6) Military Benefits* [No charts applicable]
7) Retention and Graduation Rates 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9
8) Finance 20 and 21 10
9) Staff 22 and 23 10
10) Libraries* 24 and 25 11

*These figures only appear in customized Data Feedback Reports (DFRs), which are available through Use the Data portal on the IPEDS website.
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Figure 4. Unduplicated 12-month headcount of all students and of
undergraduate students (2018-19), total FTE enrollment
(2018-19), and full- and part-time fall enrollment (Fall
2019)
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Figure 20. Percent distribution of core revenues, by source: Fiscal
year 2019

NOTE: The comparison group median is based on those members of the comparison
group that report finance data using the same accounting standards as the comparison
institution. For more information, see the Methodological Notes. N is the number of
institutions in the comparison group.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS): Spring 2020, Finance
component.

Figure 21. Core expenses per FTE enrollment, by function: Fiscal
year 2019
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NOTE: Expenses per full-time equivalent (FTE) enrollment, particularly instruction, may be
inflated because finance data includes all core expenses while FTE reflects credit activity
only. For details on calculating FTE enrollment and a detailed definition of core expenses,
see the Methodological Notes. N is the number of institutions in the comparison group.
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Figure 24. Percent distribution of library collection, by material
type: Fiscal Year 2019
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NOTE: N is the number of institutions in the comparison group.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS): Spring 2020, Academic
Libraries component.

Figure 25. Percent distribution of library expenses, by function:
Fiscal Year 2019
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NOTE: N is the number of institutions in the comparison group.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS): Spring 2020, Academic
Libraries component.
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Retention, Graduation Rates, and Outcome Measures

Retention Rates

Retention rates are measures of the rate at which students persist in their educational program at an institution, expressed as a percentage.
For four-year institutions, this is the percentage of first-time bachelors (or equivalent) degree-seeking undergraduates from the previous fall
who are again enrolled in the current fall. For all other institutions this is the percentage of first-time degree/certificate-seeking students from
the previous fall who either re-enrolled or successfully completed their program by the current fall. The full-time retention rate is calculated
using the percentage of full-time, first-time degree/certificate-seeking undergraduates, while the part-time rate is calculated using the
percentage of part-time, first-time degree/certificate-seeking undergraduates.

Graduation Rates and Transfer-out Rate

Graduation rates are those developed to satisfy the requirements of the Student Right-to-Know Act and Higher Education Act, as amended,
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Core revenues for private, not-for-profit institutions (and a small number of public institutions) reporting under FASB standards include tuition
and fees; government (federal, state, and local) appropriations and grants/contracts; private gifts, grants and contracts (including contributions
from affiliated entities); investment return; sales and services of educational activities; and other sources (a generated category of total
revenues minus the sum of core and noncore categories on the Finance component). ñOther core revenuesò include government (federal,
state, and local) appropriations, sales and services of educational activities, and other sources.

Core revenues for private, for-profit institutions reporting under FASB standards include tuition and fees; government (federal, state, and
local) appropriations and grants/contracts; private grants/ contracts; investment income; sales and services of educational activities; and other
sources (a generated category of total revenues minus the sum of core and noncore categories on the Finance component). ñOther core
revenuesò include government (federal, state, and local) appropriations and other sources.

At degree-granting institutions, core revenues exclude revenues from auxiliary enterprises (e.g., bookstores and dormitories), hospitals, and
independent operations. Non-degree-granting institutions do no report revenue from auxiliary enterprises in a separate category, and thus
may include these amounts in the core revenues from other sources.

Core Expenses

Core expenses include expenses for  instruction,  research,  public  service,  academic support,  student  services,  institutional  support,
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data) divided by total FTE instructional staff (using the total Primarily instruction + Instruction/research/public service staff reported in Human
Resources component and adding any not primarily instructional staff that are teaching a credit course). For this calculation, FTE for students
is equal to the number of the full-time students plus one-third the number of part-time students; FTE for instructional staff is similarly
calculated. Students in "stand-alone" graduate or professional programs (such as, medicine, law, veterinary, dentistry, social work, or public
health) and instructional staff teaching in these programs are excluded from the FTE calculations.

Additional Resources

Additional methodological information on the IPEDS components can be found in the publications available at
https://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/getpubcats.asp?sid=010.

Additional  definitions  of  variables  used  in  this  report  can  be  found  in  the  IPEDS  online  glossary  available  at  this  provided  link
https://surveys.nces.ed.gov/ipeds/VisGlossaryAll.aspx.

Visit the IPEDS Data Feedback Report resource page that provides instructions on creating a custom comparison report, FAQs, and video
tutorials https://nces.ed.gov/Ipeds/Help/View/2.
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