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PIGEON ROOST MASSACRE LESSON PLANS

Candace Taff Carr

On the afternoon of September 3, 1812, tweﬁty»foar
pioneers living in a typical scattered settlement on the
southern Indiana Territory frontier, were brutally murdered
and mutilated by a band of marauding Indians. This was a

tragic but familiar scene in the history of the westward
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Lesson ¢ 1 - Qverview;
around 18113

Objectives: Students wilil:

-

1) recognize events of early 1800's that led to
Cconflict in 1813
2)

determine the cause and effect
massacre

3) descripe mﬁ%ﬁ

of the Pigeon Roost
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Materials: Quote by Zebulon Collings
ZhEtaals

TimeLine with dates, but no events
Classroom map of Indiana or Great Lakes region

Introduction:
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Quote py Zebulon Collings
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was as follows: On all occasions I carried my rifle. tomahawk, and
butcher knife., with a loaded pistol in my belt. When I went to

plow, T laid my gun on the piowed ground and stuck up a stick by it
for a mark, so 1 could get zf quickly in case it was wanted. I had
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The one outside was expected to give the alarm., which would cause the
one inside to bark. I would then be awakened, and my guns were




‘Indian Conflict Timeline

te settlomoamd Faewiid aa_

1783-1789 Treaty of Paris allows Americans to settle west of the
Applachian Mountains: Both Indians and settlers claim
land

1785

Land Ordinance claims that befare land san.ba en~vd
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June, 1813 Bartholomew's raid
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Indian Conflict Timeline

1763

1783-1789

1785 g
- 1787
1795
1800
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) 1803-1809
1811 _
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August 15, 1812
7 August 16, 1812
September 3, 1812 —
September 4-12, 1812 o
e

September 5-12, 1812 ___
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April, 1813

June, 1813

October, 1813

December, 1814
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[ndiana and during the War of 1812
Map Key: [. Fort Dearborn massacre. August 1812
2. Fort Detroit surrender
3. Fort Wayne seige
4. Battle of Mississinewa
‘v ‘"—r‘m«‘} '
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FOrt Harrison seige
Fort Knox (Vincennes)
Charlestown
Clarksvilie
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TRAIL of the

PIGEON ROOST
MASSACRE

*
N

12




Trail of the Pigeon Roost Massacre
Map Key:. 1. FElias Payne home, family killed
2. Vienna Blockhouse

4. Jeremiah Payne’s home
5. Mrs. Henry Coilings killed
&. Richard Collings’ home, family killed
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8. William E. Collings’ home
3. John Morris’ home, family killed
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9. How did the massacre change the lives of those who still lived
in the Indiana Territory?

* % ¥

Arville Funk article, from The Hoosier Scrapbook, 1981, page 4.
10, Find three facts that add to vyour knowledge or change your
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from Arville Funk, The Hoo
981. Reprint
permission,

.

sier Scrapbook,

€d WIth the author’s

Pigeon Roost massacre

24 settlers are slain in 1812 Indian raid on Scott County area

The first and most tragic of seversl
Indian raids and massacres in the indi-
ana Territory during the War of 1812
oceurred at the little settlement of
Pigeonn Roost in Vienna Township of
Scott County a few miles south of pres.
ent-day  Scottsburg.

The Pigeon Roost community had been

brave who had hunted around the settie.
ment as a guide for the group.)

In the late afterncon of Sept. 3, the
war party arrived at the farm of Elias
Payne who lived northeast of present.
day Vienna. Payne's wife and seven
childrern were the first victims. The
Indians scattered household goods and

john rushed toward the cabin. William
Collings upheld his fame as a marksman’
when he killed the pursuing Indian with
a well-directed shot just as he was about
te tomahawk the boy. Of the {our
irapped in the cabin, only William

provided armed resistance since Norris
could not fire effectively because of the

settied by an old rugged frontiersman

and soldier, William E. Coliings, whe
h?‘{\xi'?bf_hi.ﬂ Fomnilor.acd |y i 1

burned the cabin, Circling westward to
avoid the Vienna blackhouse, the party

10

shoulder wound. William Collings proved
to_be the only resistance the war narts
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Lesson # 3 == Field Trip to Pigeon Roost Memorial

*Objectives: Students will--

l)recall sequence of events concerning the massacre
upon arrival at the site

Z)note the inscription on the memorial, the location
and upkeep of the site
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Materials: camera
Indiana road map
Scott County map
dark crayons and large sheets of newsprint

Introduction:
LNLIOdUCTIon

Students will trace the travel to the site on an Indiana road
map.

Students will trace the route of the raiding Indians on a
Scott County map and locate the site.

Review the list of victims and survivors and the Pigeon Roost
maps done in class for lesson #2.

Development:
Visit the site. Walk around the memorial, noting inscriptions
upkeep of the site,
Tour the cemetery, making rubbings of tombstones with the same
family names of victims and survivors.
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Lesson # 4 -- Cause and Effect of the Pigeon Roost Maséacre
RESQLUTIONS

Objectives: Students will:

1} analyze events that ultimately resulted in the
Pigeon Roost massacre

2} make associations of cause and effect

3) evaluate the immediate solutions at the time of the
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4) gensrate sclutions in light of hindsight

Materials: pencil

paper

Introduction:
Read list cf events leading up to the Pigeon Roost massacre from

the time line
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Development:

Within each group come to consensus on the three major causes
of the massacre (5-10 minutes, record)
Within each group come to consensus on the three major results
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- Pligeon Roost Massacre

Victims Survivors
1. Isaac Coffman 3. Jeremiah Payne and family
tllas Payne 7. William Collings

2. Mrs. Elias Payne
Seven Children
Mrs. Henry Collings
_ Y lg 10. Mrs. John Biggs
Mrs. Richard Collings .
J j TWo children,_

. -

Lydia and John Collings
Captain Norris
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PIGEON ROQOST MASSACRE
Enrichment activities

.Make a timeline of all the eévents concerning American/Indian conflicts
from 1893 to 1816,

Write a letter to a relative living in another area from the view-
poin Survi [ L T4 ey e
e

Write a tall tale about William Cellirmae smd Rie haemd o Ao 4 o
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