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NATURE DID IT FIRST: ENGINEE� 
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 book explores the quest to discover the mystery behind the annual monarch 

migration. STANDARD: LIFE SCIENCE. 

 Fourth Grade 

 
 

JUMBO: THE MAKING OF THE BOEING 747. 2020. Chris Gall. Illus. Chris 

Gall. Roaring Brook Press. 48 pp. ISBN-13 978-1250155801. Realistic cartoon-

style illustrations complement the informational text about the history of this 

magnificent engineering feat. STANARD: ENGINEERING.  

 
 

BORN CURIOUS: 20 GIRLS WHO GREW UP TO BE AWESOME SCIENTISTS. 

2020. Martha Freeman. Illus. Katy Wu. 128 pp. ISBN-13  
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BEASTLY BIONICS: RAD ROBOTS, BRILLIANT BIOMIMICRY, AND 

INCREDIBLE INVENTIONS INSPIRED BY NATURE. 2020. Jennifer Swason. 

National Geographic Kids. 96 pp. ISBN-13 978-1426336737. Over 40 examples of 

innovations based on natural phenomena are presented in non-narrative format and 
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 Intermediate Honorable Mention 

 
 

WOOD, WIRE, WINGS: EMMA LILIAN TODD INVENTS AN AIRPLANE. 

2020. Kirsten W. Larson. Illus. Tracy Subisak. Calkins Creek. 48 pp. ISBN-13: 978-

1629799384. Whimsical illustrations accompany the text chronicaling the life of this 

little-known citizen engineer who tinkered with airplane designs in the early 1900s. 

STANDARD: ENGINEERING.  

 
 

“SMELLY” KELLY AND HIS SUPER SENSES: HOW JAMES KELLY’S NOSE 

SAVE THE NEW YORK CITY SUBWAY. 2020. Beth Anderson. Illus. Jenn 

Harney. Calkins Creek. 40 pp. ISBN-13: 978-1684373994. Using his keen sense of 

smell and his problem-solving insights, James Kelly served as New York City’s first 

subway “leak detective” and thwarted potential catastrophes in metropolitan area’s 

underground transportation system. STANDARD: ENGINEERING. 

 
 

HONEYBEE: THE BUSY LIFE OF APIS MELLIFERA. 2020. Candace Fleming. 

Illus. Eric Rohmann. Neal Porter Books. 40 pp. ISBN-13  :  978-0823442850. 

Exquisite artwork and succinct science content combine to create an informative 


