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Lesson Plans

--Using Peilordicals to Learn About Amish LIfe
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--8imulating a Day in an Amish School
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Iscobel §. Arvin

Historic Southern Indiana Project
January 1991

o,






--List guestions you have abeout Amish life.
--List ways Amish people help each other. ’
-~List things Amish people consider important.

After each reading session conduct a class discussion.
*  Students 'will share information ané will ask gquestions
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e question now COMeEs up, “Why then do permil whispering: ot




one at a time [0 ¢ome to your desk. Ulc action.

While on your feer and not holding About that time we had one of our regular
classes, have pupils raise their hands  six-weeks teachers’ meetings. The subjec’t
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Do these rules seem 100 strict and harsh?  were at our wirs end once rmore and [ won-
They have been in effect in the past and zre  dered what would happen if we simply pur a
Errh s N NNy N g L pps 1 W S LY . LLENC T I . - . R *




ug{gapq f.mkmﬁl-&hn [ISTE RIS #..-L o .. A b I L DOV Y - SR

-y

even kesl. teacher can have is when a problem child is
quite sezverely punished for a serious offense,
Whispering: Yes or No? and he reforms immediazely, tu
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Other helpful sections from Schogl Bells Ringing include -
crmiinne ~n Reafdipo. Aritbemiic, Speliina. etting the Mosk From

3 |
: Health. {pp. 20-38)

1 Bvad ot demsrdedinmmtron s oy e w4 1 oWt e _D;ﬁjﬂ'ﬂ;a“{r Tt o avg _

.- _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
¥ _

FL

i,

ot =,

™y

Tncluded in these materials is a copy of a story taken from the
fourth grade reader Building Qur Lives.

ACTIVITIES FOR AN AMISH SCHOOL DAY
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--Pronounce it clearly and ask each scholar to
pronounce the word.

~--Regquire the scholars to write each word 3 times.
-—1f &ou wish, have a spell-dovwn.
ENGLISH

English is a vital subject in Amish schools. Many
families speak Pennsylvania Dutch at home. It is
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ciass. . .In looking over the many health books that
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seam to fit our schools best. A teacher should
thoroughly examine the health books before issuing
them to the pupils, for the simple reason that sonme
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At recess time children may play baseball, basketball, or
take part in organized games such as kick-the-can.

--Discuss the kind of stories read by Amish children.
~-Discuss why Amish children read this kind of story.
~-Stress the idea that wvalues are taught at school.

--Discuss the reasons for doing arithmetic problems
related to everyday experiences.

~~T1llicit the class's reaction to the discipline in
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WCORKING WITH WORDS / The Robber

Match the words in the word box with their meanings at the right.

muse 1. willing to obey; doing what cne is expected
brim 2. the edge of a cup or bowl
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NKING ABOUT THE STORY / The Robber
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meals and conduct tours of their settlement.

If you know somecne who knows an Amish family, ask them to
contact the family.

I have arranged two trips with an Amish family in Allen
County. Our first trip was a Saturday trip. We toured the farm,
sawmill, and the house. We rode in buggies, partocok of an Amish
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The Budget, 134 N. Factory Street, Sugarcreek, Ohio 44681
Phone (216} 852-4634
The Budget is a weeKly newspaper published for
the Amish and Mennonite Communities throughout the
Americas. Correspondents from local setilements
send weekly news for publication. Many inferences
about Amish life can be made from reading the paper.
Price: 50 cents per issue.
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Number 11, November 1987.
Cobblestone Publishing, Inc., 30 Grove Street,
Peterborough, NH 03458

This issue of Cobblestone is soley devoted to articles
about the Amish. The articles are written for

elementary students. Other resources for teaching
about the Amish are listed.

People's Place Booklets:

This series of paperback books ($4.95 each) is available
from People's Place Booklets, Malin Street, Intercourse
PA 17534, Good fourth grade readers can read the

books. Middie Scheool students would also find the books
suitable for their reading level.
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and Mennconites, Merle and Phylliis Good,
1979,

Booklet No. 2 A Quiet and Peaceab;gmL%fe, John L. Ruth

1985,

Faoklet No. 3 Plain Ruagogies Amish, Mennonite, and



Booklet No. 8 The Amish Wedding and Other Special Occasions
of the 01d Order Communities, Stephen Scott,
1988.

Bocklet No. 9 Living Without Electricity, Stephen Scobtt
and Kenneth Pellman, 1990.

Booklet No.l0 The Puzzles of Amish Life, Donald B.
Kraybill, 1990

The following books are helpful for planning an Amish School
Day for your class.

Byler, Uria R. School Bells Ringing. Alymer, Ontario:
Pathway Pubiishing Corporation, 1980.
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source for planning a typical Amish schocl day.
Avallable from PFathway Publishers, R.R. 4 Box 266,
Lagrange, IN 46761 {Current price $3.00).

Pathway Publishers, Building Cur Lives, Lagrange, IN:
Pathway Publishers, 19879.
A fourth-grade reading text used in Amish schools.
Current price, 3$8.00. A pupil workbook is also
avallablie.

A cataleg of Amish publications is available from Pathway Publishers,
R.R.4 Box 266, LaGrange, IN 486761.



