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Hardships didn’t detour Daywalt’s dream

L esley Daywalt knows a lot about the hardships of healthcare for a 
woman who is so young. Her dad has been in a wheelchair—the result 
of a car accident—since before she was born. At the time of his accident, 

the hospital he was admitted to didn’t test blood for hepatitis before a trans- 
fusion, and he contracted hepatitis C. The hepatitis C led to liver failure, and 
eventually caused him to need a liver transplant. 

Given her father’s health hardships, it’s plausible to think Daywalt, a 2013 
Diagnostic Medical Sonographer graduate, chose her profession because of 
him. However, her interest in healthcare doesn’t stem directly from his history, 
but rather her own. She had kidney disease as an infant through her teen years,  
and had to undergo ultrasounds twice a year until she was 16.

“I became interested in ultrasounds in general because of my condition,  
and decided to specialize in echocardiography once I got into the program,” 
said Daywalt, who now works in St. Mary’s Cardiology Unit.  

Daywalt, due to her life experiences, was awarded the 2012 Anthony 
Wayne Dyhrkopp Memorial Scholarship. The $250 award is given to a 
diagnostic medical sonography student who perseveres and overcomes 
hardship, and is in memory of the father of one of Daywalt’s clincial instructors, 
Kara (Dyhrkopp) Brass ’07. 

“The scholarship amount might not seem like a lot, but it was exactly what I needed to take my board certification,” said Daywalt. 
Brass, who works as a cardiac sonographer at St. Mary’s Medical Center in Evansville, had just been accepted into the inaugural class of the 

diagnostic medical sonography program at USI in 2005 when her father died of a heart attack.
“When I heard that Kara’s dad died of a heart attack, I thought how strangely full-circle life can be, given that I have since decided to specialize in 

echocardiography,” she said.

Eye-opening experience result of scholarship

For Kinzy Amos, 2010 nursing graduate, the Trudy and Bill 
Mitchell Scholarship led to an eye-opening experience, one 
she encourages her students today to strive for as an adjunct 

nursing faculty in the College of Nursing and Health Professions.  
The scholarship helped her travel to Harlaxton College in England, 
where she took a two-week nursing course taught by Dr. Nadine 
Coudret and Dr. Ann White. 

“I highly recommend studying abroad if you have scholarship 
funds. It was such a great opportunity to have at a young age,”  
Amos said, “and one I’ll always remember.” 

Her Harlaxton senior-level course “Nursing and Healthcare 
Issues” and the challenges she encountered in England helped 
shaped her appreciation of medical treatment in the States.

“I was able to go in the wards and see first-hand how healthcare 
worked in Europe,” said Amos, who is currently earning a master’s 
degree in nursing education from USI. “We toured two different 
hospitals where there were wards containing four to six patients  
per room. This was at a time when there was much debate about 
healthcare in the United States. What I saw led me to really  
appreciate the private healthcare system we have.”

Scholarships Give Students an Edge in Life’s Work

Lesley Daywalt tests a patient’s heart using echocardiography at 
St. Mary’s Cardiology Unit.

The scholarship…it was 
exactly what I needed for 
my board certifications.
               — Lesley Daywalt

USI College of Nursing and Health Professions adjunct nursing faculty 
Kinzy Amos, left, instructs a student on tracheotomy care in the Clinical 
Simulation Center.

I highly recommend studying abroad 
if you have scholarship funds.

                                    — Kinzy Amos
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Dean discusses College’s future

Q:   What is your vision for the College of Nursing and 
Health Professions for the coming year, and looking 
to the future?

A: We need to take a look at where we are in our trajectory, since  
we are on the cusp of a huge shift in healthcare reform in this country. 
Healthcare is changing and, as such, we need to prepare our graduates 
to work in this as yet undetermined environment. That means preparing 
them to be even better critical thinkers and problem solvers, since it’s 
impossible to prepare them for every situation they might encounter.  
By developing their thinking skills they will be better prepared to work  
in these environments—whatever they look like. 

To that, we have to think about what will be needed in our future health- 
care world, and create new programs that respond and are responsive  
to those needs. Our healthcare system has for so long been focused on 
treating the illness, and we can’t do that anymore. What we have to do 
now is prevent illnesses from happening.  This will be a huge cultural shift 







The University of Southern Indiana has partnered with two area 
hospitals to establish Dedicated Education Units (DEUs). The first DEU 
was instituted at St. Mary’s Medical Center on 6 West, the renal and 
diabetic unit last January. In March, the second DEU was started at 
Deaconess Hospital on Unit 5100, the respiratory and oncology unit. 





Send news along with your degree and year of graduation, major, address, 
phone number, current position, and employer to myscheller@usi.edu.

Calling all 
alumni

Hearts on the Hill
Nursing students in USI’s College of Nursing and Health Professions 

experienced the legislative side of healthcare when they traveled to 








