


As the 2008-09 academic year comes to a close,  
we celebrate the accomplishments of our graduates and 
faculty. It has been a year of growth and achievement. 
The students highlighted in this newsletter are 
representative of the excellence of our students in all  
the arenas in which they participate. Health care will  
be better because of these graduates, for they will bring 
commitment, caring expertise, and leadership to make 
the changes needed in our healthcare delivery system.

The faculty, likewise, have many achievements as 
outlined in the newsletter. The University’s selection  
of Dr. Kevin Valadares as the distinguished professor  
is celebrated by college students and faculty. Effective 
teaching is tops on our college’s value-system pole,  
and Dr. Valadares is known for his teaching excellence 
as well as his successful service and scholarship work. 
Faculty in each of our programs are dedicated to helping 
their students learn and grow both personally and 
professionally. 

As I write this, I find myself wanting to tell you about 
each of our faculty and staff but even if space allowed, 
their specialness as it relates to professionalism and 

commitment to students could 
not be adequately conveyed. 
Within the college’s 32 study 
areas and 12 degree programs, 
collegial support and caring 
serves as a model for students 
and makes being a part of this 
college very special. 

It was with this reflection that I agreed to serve as 
interim provost and vice president in the coming year. 
The recent successful search process that led to the 
appointment of Dr. Linda Bennett as our new University 
president demonstrated the same collegial commitment  
to excellence that I value in our college. 

It will be my privilege to join Dr. Bennett  
and support her vision of community engagement, 
enrollment growth, and academic excellence for  
USI. I look forward to working with the deans, chairs, 
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Alumni news
Michelle Flanagan Roberts ’96, 

nursing, was the 2008 recipient of 
the Daisy Award for Extraordinary 
Nurses at Community Hospital 
North in Indianapolis. She has 
been employed at the hospital for 
more than 12 years as a registered 
nurse/care manager in the medical/ 
renal/oncology unit.

n
Sarah Claycomb ’97, nursing, 

is owner/administrator of Specialty 
Home Health Care of Evansville. 






