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The speaker for the Commencement ceremony for Graduate  
Studies is Dr. Jill M. Chonody ’95 M’97, associate professor with 

the School of Social Work at Indiana University Northwest. She is a 
graduate of the University of Southern Indiana with a bachelor’s degree  
in psychology and a master’s degree in social work.

Starting her career in social work and mental health, Chonody worked 
as an outpatient psychotherapist with individuals, couples, and families. 
She also worked at Evansville Psychiatric Associates and Deaconess 
Cross Pointe and as an adjunct professor at the University of Southern 
Indiana, Oakland City University, and Ivy Tech Community College. 

After obtaining her doctorate in philosophy and social work  
from Florida State University in 2009, she began teaching at Temple 
University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. She then spent three years 
teaching at the University of South Australia in Adelaide, Australia, 
where she is now research fellow for the School of Psychology, Social 
Work, and Social Policy. She also is an associate professor at Indiana 
University Northwest where she teaches research and practice courses. 
Areas of research interest include ageism and aging, social justice issues 
for oppressed populations, participatory photography as a research 
methodology, and scale development and psychometrics.

Chonody has extensive research background with peer-reviewed 
publications over the last five years. Her new book, Community Art: 
Creative Approaches to Practice, is expected to be published this summer.  
The book is an exploration of creative approaches to practice for 
professionals. 

Her community involvement includes the Community Visitor’s  
Scheme in Adelaide, South Australia; East Falls Village; Student 
Awards Committee at Temple University; The University Community 
Collaboration of Philadelphia; Generational Appreciation Philadelphia; 
Southwestern Indiana Planning Group for HIV/AIDS; and the Knox 
County Association for Retarded Citizens.

She also has been involved with professional and academic associations 
including International Student Cultural Experience group; Graterford 
research subcommittee for the national Inside Out Exchange Program; 
research officer for The Best Day of My Life (So Far); and the Indiana 
Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers.

Chonody lives in Greenwood, Indiana. 

JILL M. CHONODY TO DELIVER COMMENcEMENT ADDRESS

Dr. Jill M. Chonody ’95 M’97
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The 2014 Commencement speaker for the College of Nursing  
and Health Professions is Tonya Heim M’03, ’08, M’09. She is vice 

president of Patient Services and chief nursing officer for Memorial 
Hospital and Health Care Center in Jasper, Indiana, where she also 
is leading a nursing and administrative team in pursuit of Magnet 
designation. Most recently, she completed LEAN Six Sigma Green  
Belt Certification. 

Heim earned three degrees from the University of Southern Indiana,  
a master’s degree in health administration, a bachelor’s degree in nursing, 
and a master’s degree in nursing. Prior to attending USI, she earned a 
diploma in nursing from Deaconess Hospital School of Nursing in 1969 
and a bachelor’s degree in organizational management from Oakland 
City University in 2001.

Her career in healthcare began as an emergency room surgery and 
obstetrics staff nurse before becoming a supervisor and director of those 
areas. She later led efforts for training and direction in the areas of 
corporate compliance and infection control, as well as quality services. 

Heim’s administrative roles began at Gibson General Hospital when she 
served as assistant administrator of Patient Services before becoming 
vice president and chief nursing officer. Her greatest accomplishment 
at Gibson General Hospital, outside of leading patient care and support 
services, was serving as the lead for the $5.1 million dollar emergency 
room addition and renovation project. 

She serves on the USI Nursing Program Advisory Council, the Southern 
Hills Counseling Center (Jasper, Indiana) Board of Directors, Hildegard 
Board of Directors, Vincennes University Nursing Program Advisory 
Council, and the Rotary Club of Jasper, where she also is past president. 
She has previously been involved with Ivy Tech Community College, 
Princeton Rotary Club, United Way of Gibson County, and other 
organizations. 

Heim and her husband of nearly 45 years, Jim, reside in Holland, 
Indiana. They have two grown children, son Brian in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and daughter Andrea in Cicero, Indiana. 
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Dr. Cathlin S. Gray ’85 is the speaker for the 2014 Pott College of 
Science, Engineering, and Education Commencement ceremony. 

She is currently the associate superintendent for Family, School, and 
Community Partnerships with the Evansville Vanderburgh School 
Corporation (EVSC), the third largest school district in Indiana.

A native of Detroit, Michigan, she holds a bachelor’s degree in education 
from the University of Southern Indiana. She also earned a master’s degree 
in Education in 1990, an education specialist degree in 2000, and a 
doctorate in philosophy in 2006, all from Indiana State University.  
She has dedicated her professional career to education with a kindergarten 
through sixth-grade teaching license and a Superintendent and School 
Administrator’s License.

She began her career teaching kindergarten for six years before becoming 
the principal of Cedar Hall Elementary School in Evansville, Indiana. 
She lead the charge for developing the first full-service school program 
in the district. Those leadership skills led her to roles including supervisor 
of staff development, assistant superintendent of federal projects, and her 
current role with community partnerships. 

She’s been actively involved in numerous professional organizations, most 
notably, the National Leaders for Today and Tomorrow Advisory Council, 
the National District Leaders Network on Family and Community 
Engagement, the National Coalition for Community Schools Steering 
Committee, and the Bill Goodling National Foundation Advisory Board.
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Processional
	 Evansville Brass Quintet 
	 Pomp and Circumstance, Edward Elgar, Composer

	 Grand Marshal
	 Kathryn M. Waters, Professor of Art

National Anthem
	 Monique N. Darden ’14
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Michael L. Good ’97 is the 2014 commencement speaker for  
the College of Liberal Arts. He earned his bachelor’s degree 

in communication from USI, and holds a master’s degree in business 
administration from Anderson University.

Good is vice president of strategic accounts and business development 
for Walker Information in Indianapolis, Indiana, where, over the last 
seven years, he has focused on strategic customer consulting initiatives 
with industry leading clients such as Intel, McAfee, ExactTarget, and 
others. He works with clients to leverage customer perspectives to drive 
business performance, develops and closes new business opportunities, 
and presents findings to boards and corporate executives. He also is 
an adjunct professor at Anderson University, teaching both marketing 
strategies and business plan development in the MBA Program.

Prior to his employment at Walker, Good co-founded TerraGraphiX 
Inc, a software development firm specializing in commercial real estate 
and public safety software applications. He was first the COO, then 
later the CEO. TerraGraphiX Inc. later became TGX Medical Systems, 
LLC, a software development firm specializing in asset management 
healthcare solutions. He was CEO and chairman of this venture-
backed organization until 2007, and remains a co-owner.

He has been recognized for his leadership receiving multiple awards, 
including the Techpoint Mira Award and the Innovation Award from 
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Processional
	 Evansville Brass Quintet 
	 Pomp and Circumstance, Edward Elgar, Composer

	 Grand Marshal
	 Kevin G. Celuch, Professor of Marketing; Blair Chair of Business Science

National Anthem
	 Antonio L. King ’15

Welcome and Introductions
	 Linda L. M. Bennett, President 

Reflection
	 Sarah M. Krampe ’14

The Commencement Address
	 Donald R. Breivogel, Jr. ’83, Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer, Atlas World Group, Inc.

Presentation of the David L. Rice Alumni Achievement Award
	 Linda L. M. Bennett, President 

Conferral of Degrees
	 Linda L. M. Bennett, President
	 Assisted by Ronald S. Rochon, Provost

Presentation of Graduates
	 Dane M. Partridge, 
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Christa C. Thurman Sala  
is a 2014 Honorary Degree 

recipient for the University of 
Southern Indiana. Mrs. Thurman 
Sala will receive an Honorary 
Doctorate of Art during the 
Graduate Ceremony on Friday,  
May 2, 2014. 

Born in Germany, Thurman Sala 
obtained her bachelor’s degree from 
Finch College in New York and a 
Master of Arts from the Institute  
of Fine Arts, New York University. 
She was the assistant curator 
of textiles at the Cooper-Union 
Museum in New York for seven 
years, and later became chair  
and curator of the Department  
of Textiles for the Art Institute  
of Chicago, where she spent 42  
years of her career. She was named 
curator emerita of the Art Institute 
in April 2010, a title the Institute 
has used only once previously. 

During her tenure at the Art 
Institute of Chicago, Thurman Sala 
was honored with the Charles F. 
Montgomery Prize, the College Art 

Association /Heritage Preservation 
Joint Award for Distinction in 
Scholarship and Conservation,  
and was elected honorary fellow 
of the American Craft Council. 
In 2004, she received a research 
fellowship from the J. Paul Getty 
Museum. She curated more than  
80 exhibitions at the Art Institute, 
held leading positions with the 
Centre Internationale d’Etude 

des Textiles Anciens (CIETA), 
and was involved in national and 
international textile organizations. 
She continues to work as an 
independent textile historian, 
consultant, author, lecturer,  
and volunteer.

Thurman Sala was married to 
Dr. Lawrence Thurman, the first 
curator of the Harmonie Society’s 
final home at Old Economie in 
Pennsylvania. She has been assisting 
the University analyze and care for 
its collections in New Harmony, 
Indiana, for nearly as long as 
USI has been involved there. 
Through her work, a significant 
textile collection from New 
Harmony has been built at the 
Art Institute of Chicago. She also 
served on Historic New Harmony’s 
Collections Review Committee  
and worked on the development of  
a collections management policy.  
Her substantial monetary investment 
in the University will continue to 
support USI’s work in New Harmony 
well into the future.

HeI3Ybmorked on t>BDC 
60412.9(e f)-24.Ra60412.9(e f)-24.Ra60412.9(e f)
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USI bESTOWS TWO HONORaRY DEGREES FOR   DISTINGuISHED aND EXTRaORDINaRY SERVIcE

Dr. Robert L. Reid is receiving an 
Honorary Doctorate of Law at 

the 2014 Graduate Commencement 
Ceremony for the University of 
Southern Indiana. Reid is provost 
emeritus and professor of history 
emeritus at the University of 
Southern Indiana. 

For more than three decades,  
Reid’s leadership of a committed 
faculty and academic administration 
established the academic base 
of the University, as well as the 
University’s commitment to 
excellence in teaching. He led 
the shaping of academic policy, 
identified and developed quality 
academic programs, established 
assessment and quality improve
ment procedures, and was a strong 
proponent of the University’s mission.

While at USI, Reid led by example, 
building bridges between faculty and 
community during the University’s 
formative years. Under his leadership, 
partnerships were first developed 
between area hospitals and 
healthcare organizations, K-12 
schools and regional community 
colleges, as well as cooperative 
programs with other state universities 

and the Indiana Higher Educational 
Telecommunications System. He was 
an early proponent of collaboration 
between the University of Southern 
Indiana and Crane Naval Surface 
Warfare Center. He was a trustee of 
the Indiana Historical Society and 
chaired the Indiana Humanities 
Council, the Vanderburgh County 
Historical Society, and the Evansville 
Philharmonic Orchestra. Currently he 
serves as president of the Evansville 
Vanderburgh Public Library Board 
of Trustees.
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Jordan K. Morrison is a first-
generation college student 

graduating today with a Bachelor 
of Science in nursing degree. 
Described by his professors and 
advisors as a “natural leader,” 
Morrison has excelled in both 
academic and volunteer efforts 
while at the University of Southern 
Indiana.

During the College of Nursing and 
Health Professions Commencement 
ceremony, Morrison will receive  
the President’s Medal, the highest 
honor presented to a graduate in  
the Class of 2014. 

As a nursing student maintaining 
a 3.88 GPA, Morrison was inducted 
into the Sigma Theta Tau International 

Nursing Honor Society in 2013 
and was the recipient of the Who’s 
Who Among Students in American 
Universities and Colleges award 
in 2012, 2013, and 2014. He was 
chosen by faculty to represent USI 
on the first Critical Care Dedicated 
Education Unit, a collaboration 
with Deaconess Hospital. He also 
was chosen to participate in 
USI’s pilot program for Medical/
Surgical Nursing Designation 
Educational Unit and the first 
Nursing Management Designated 
Educational Unit. 

Over the course of his four years at 
USI, Morrison has served in multiple 
volunteer leadership roles including 
president of the Association of 
Nursing Students, chair of the Food 
Drive Committee, co-chair of the 
Fundraiser Committee, chair of the 
New Nursing Student Outreach 
Committee, and co-chair of the 
Community Outreach Committee. 

Marilyn Ostendorf, assistant clinical 
professor of nursing, said, “Jordan 
demonstrates natural leadership 
ability and shows dynamic leadership 
qualities.” 

Morrison’s volunteerism extends 
beyond the University. After 
suffering the loss of a friend, he 
continues to be the director/founder 
of the Josh Suhrheinrich Memorial 
Scholarship Benefit for which he 

helped raise more than $4,000 in 
2013. He volunteers for a 5K run 
from which the proceeds fund 
a scholarship in honor of friend 
Danielle Reinke, who was tragically 





17

MaSTER DEGREES

Awarding of Hoods
Mayola Rowser, Interim Director of Graduate Studies; Associate Professor of Nursing 

Assisted by Shelly B. Blunt, Assistant Provost for Academic Affairs; Associate Professor of Chemistry

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN COMMUNICATION
Erica Rose Brooks, Grafton, Wisconsin

Cindi S. Clayton-Schnitker, Evansville

Liesl Kristin Disch, Evansville

Erin E. Dunn, Princeton

Grisel Barajas Espinoza, Evansville

Sarah Beth Harlan, Evansville

Sarah E. Nelson, Boonville

Danielle Norris, Evansville

Brandi Chanel Weyer, Huntingburg

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
LIBERAL STUF0fTS IoTS IN 
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
INDUSTRIAL MANAGEMENT
Kiran Melroy D’Silva, Evansville

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN NURSING
Beth L. Adkins, Evansville



19

Michele Y. Renze, Ankeny, Iowa 
Adult-Gerontology Nurse Practitioner, Acute

Ashley J. Rhinehart, Corydon 
Family Nurse Practitioner
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College of Nursing and  
Health Professions Ceremony 

Saturday, May 3, 2014 
9 a.m.

BacHELOR OF ScIENcE

Jennifer L. Abney, Evansville 
Food and Nutrition

Rachel E. Aldridge, Galveston 
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Ann M. Fisher, Evansville 
Health Services, magna cum laude

Jodi L. Foster, Elberfeld 
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences

Megan B. Froman, Lynnville 
Health Services, magna cum laude

Blake Ryan Fulk, Boonville 
Health Services

Anne Marie Gartner, Lawrenceville, Illinois 
Health Services

Dawn M. Gawthorp, Evansville 
Health Services

Kimberly Ann Gerling, Evansville 
Health Services, cum laude

Nathan R Gerth, Evansville 
Food and Nutrition

Ashley D. Gibbs, Farmland 
Health Services

Sara Beth Gilomen, Trenton, Illinois 
Health Services

Rachel Ann Griffin, Carbondale, Illinois 
Occupational Therapy, cum laude

Brandi Leigh Guth, Jasper 
Occupational Therapy, cum laude

Sloan Marie Harpenau, Bristow 
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences,  
cum laude

Tamara Courtney Harrison, Evansville 
Health Services

Jill M. Hartmann, Evansville 
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences and 
Health Services, cum laude

Jennifer Lee Hasting, Newburgh 
Food and Nutrition, summa cum laude

Lauren E. Hatfield, Martinsville 
Health Services, magna cum laude

Jennifer A. Heck, Evansville 
Health Services

Leslie Ann Hertel, Wadesville 
Health Services

Paige Nichole Hinderlider, Brownstown 
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences,  
cum laude,  
University Honors Scholar

Julia Ann Hoffman, Celestine 
Food and Nutrition

Sabrina Holden, Evansville 
Dental Hygiene

Joanna Kay Holsapple, Springville 
Occupational Therapy, magna cum laude

Margaret E. Holt, Henderson, Kentucky 
Food and Nutrition, magna cum laude

Mallory Ann Hornbrook, Evansville 
Health Services

Amber D. Horton, Carlisle 
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences,  
cum laude

Kimberly Riane Houchins, Evansville 
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences,  
cum laude

Kelly Jane Hugunin, Bicknell 
Occupational Therapy, cum laude

Erin Nicole Hunsaker, Henderson, Kentucky 
Occupational Therapy, summa cum laude

Kenzie Michelle Jackson, Evansville 
Health Services, cum laude

Brandon R. Jensen, Oakland City 
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Katrina E. Myers, Carmel 
Health Services, magna cum laude

Kathleen J. Nance, Newburgh 
Food and Nutrition

Hannah C. Nash, Sellersburg 
Health Services

Glenda K. Nelson, Evansville 
Health Services, cum laude

James K. Neville II, Evansville 
Occupational Therapy, cum laude

Teri Jo Newmaster, Elberfeld 
Occupational Therapy, summa cum laude

Huong T. Nguyen, Henderson, Kentucky 
Occupational Therapy, cum laude

Kathryn G. Nordin, Westfield 
Health Services, cum laude

Allison M. Nystrom, Columbus 
Food and Nutrition

Sarah C. Osborne, Evansville 
Health Services

Hillary Ann Ott, Indianapolis 
Health Services, magna cum laude, 
University Honors 
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Baileigh Nicole Webb, Vincennes 
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences,  
cum laude

Tara Lynn Wenzel, Jasper 
Health Services, cum laude

Jasanna Temeka West, South Bend 
Health Services

Morgan P. Wheat, Fairfield, Illinois 
Health Services

Jennifer K. Whitacre, Newburgh 
Health Services

Lacey L. White, Vincennes 
Health Services

Kimberly Anne Whitehead, Newburgh 
Health Services

Annelise Jane Will, Evansville 
Occupational Therapy, cum laude

Rachel L. Will, Wadesville 
Dental Hygiene and Health Services, 
cum laude

Deven L. Williams, Browns, Illinois 
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences

Ryan D. Williams, Avon 
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences,  
cum laude,  
University Honors Scholar

Samantha Leighanne Williams, Cloverdale 
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences, 
magna cum laude,  
University Honors Scholar

Madison Christine Wright, Evansville 
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Christopher Allen Pierce, Greencastle

Sally R. Price, Bedford 
cum laude

Byron Joseph Rademacher, Evansville

Brenda M. Ramirez, Oakland City 
cum laude,  
University Honors Scholar

Kathryn N. Reed, Evansville 
cum laude

Nicholas Adam Rhoades, Evansville

Jadea E. Russell, Fort Branch

Christina Lynn Samuels, Evansville

Eric B. Schmelz, Lanesville 
cum laude

Jessica Lily Schminke, Evansville

Randa Marie Sermersheim, Oakland City 
magna cum laude

Taylor Lynn Shanks, Logansport

Daniel Terry Stec, Martinsville

Laura S. Stocker, Evansville

Sherry L. Stockwell, Paduch, Kentucky

James Francis Stowers III, Evansville 
magna cum laude

Robin Michelle Strahl, Tell City

Kelsey Lea Strahla, Argos 
cum laude

Victoria G. Tackett, Evansville

Ashley E. Tapp-Roberts, Utica, Kentucky

Dana Michelle Tenbarge, Haubstadt

Whitney N. Thacker, Vincennes

Tracie Thompson, Evansville 
magna cum laude

Katherine L. Tornatta, Evansville

Brittney Leigh Van Laeken, Evansville

Janel Mary Verkamp, Celestine

Karena Mariette Walters, Snellville, Georgia

Brittney Nicole Warmoth, Frankfort

Brittany Renee Watson, Raleigh, Illinois

Jamie Lea Watson, Harrisburg, Illinois

Kristie M. Watson, Henderson, Kentucky

Heather M. Webber, Evansville

Mallory Elizabeth Wehr, Mount Vernon

Audrey M. Wells, Evansville 
cum laude

Jaymee Lynn Wenzel, Jasper

Jill Katherine Wheeler, Madison

Mary R. Wildeman, Evansville 
cum laude

Kyle Thomas Williams, Evansville

Hayley Michele Wilson, Evansville

Matthew Tyler Winternheimer, Evansville

ASSO



25



26

Dustin Lee Deisher, Mount Carmel, Illinois 
Biology

Nikki M. DeKemper, Jasper 
Biology

Nicholas Feaster Desalvatore, Evansville 
Sport Management

Christian F. Duncheon, Montgomery 
Biology, magna cum laude

Lauren E. Edwards, Owensville 
Exercise Science, summa cum laude

Mark Jarred Esarey, Bristow 
Industrial Supervision

Taylor Leigh Espenlaub, Evansville 
Elementary Education, cum laude

Chanse Michael Ford, Manilla 
Geology, magna cum laude,  
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Kaetlyn Maree Schmelzer, Henderson, Kentucky 
Biology

Logan Jacob Schmitt, Evansville 
Mathematics

Aaron Roger Schroeder, Evansville 
Biology

Sarah Beth Schwartz, Corydon 
Mathematics, cum laude

Cameron P. Schwinghammer, Huntingburg 
Kinesiology

Stacie L. Scott, Evansville 
Elementary Education

Darren J. Sheffer, Henderson, Kentucky 
Exercise Science

Bryce David Shoulders, Newburgh 
Kinesiology

Graham Whitson Simmons, Utica, Kentucky 
Sport Management, cum laude

Sydney Lynn Simon, Evansville 
Kinesiology

Katlynne N. Sirois, Westfield 
Kinesiology

Sarah E. Skinner, Evansville 
Elementary Education, cum laude

Brooke N. Southwell, Evansville 
Early Childhood

Kacie M. Spaetti, Evansville 
Early Childhood Education,  
magna cum laude

Daniel Keith Stafford, Vincennes 
Sport Management

Audra Rae Straw, Mount Vernon 
Special Education, cum laude

Cory Ray Swope, Plymouth 
Physical Education Teaching, cum laude

Joseph S. Tadros, Evansville 
Biology, summa cum laude,  
University Honors 
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College of Liberal Arts Ceremony 
Saturday, May 3, 2014 

3 p.m.

BacHELOR OF ARTS

Brynn R0 TcSpan<</AHELOR
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Kristen Elizabeth Weinzapfel, Jasper 
Spanish Studies Teaching,  
summa cum laude

Emily K. West, Evansville 
Theatre Arts and Accounting and 
Professional Services

Drew Ann Wheeler, Shipshewana 
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Derrick Garrett, Evansville 
Philosophy
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Debra Kay Pellant, Evansville 
Art, magna cum laude

Edward S. Pfister, Clinton 
Art

Donna Suzanne Ready Pierce, Evansville 
Political Science

Esther Marie Pittman, Mount Vernon 
Sociology

Keenan C. Prechtel, St. Anthony 
Criminal Justice Studies

Christopher Erich Purk, Owensboro, Kentucky 
History, cum laude

Ashley Veronica Rakers, Aviston, Illinois 
Psychology, summa cum laude

Adena Lynn Rasure, Wadesville 
Art, cum laude

Samantha Ann Ray, Staunton 
Psychology,  
University Honors Scholar

Andria Lea Reed, Fort Branch 
History

Martha Mary Reising, Evansville 
Psychology

Nicholas T. Rice, Shelbyville 
Criminal Justice Studies

Amber Renee Riley, Greenfield 
Art

Scarlett M. Robertson, Evansville 
Criminal Justice Studies

Zachary T. Rothenberger, Mooresville 
Art

Dustan Anthony Rubenacker, Mount Vernon 
Criminal Justice Studies and Sociology

Adrian S. Rustman, Evansville 
Art

Justin Henry Rutledge, Wadesville 
Criminal Justice Studies

Kameron R. Ryder, Harrisburg, Illinois 
Psychology, cum laude

Shari Ann Sanders, Valparaiso 
History

Breanne C. Sartore, Evansville 
Psychology
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This printed list of candidates for degrees does not include late changes.

BacHELOR OF SOcIaL WORk

Tacarra F. Adam, Evansville

Dena M. Allen, Evansville 
cum laude

Brandi E. Caponi, Millstadt, Illinois

Carolyn E. Condrey, Bedford

Aryn A. Cross, Springville

Kaycee L. Culp, Flat Rock, Illinois

Chelsea Giselle Daffron, Washington

Monique Nichole Darden, East Chicago

Rachel A. Daugherty, Griffin

Cheryl L. Earley, Oaktown 
summa cum laude

Karesse D. Faull, Vincennes 
magna cum laude

Kara Lynn Fellows, Evansville

Kelly A. Fitzgerald, Indianapolis

Zachary Layne Fleming, Jasper

Kelsey Lynn Ginder, Olney, Illinois 
cum laude

Craig Alan Goebel, Evansville

Samantha L. Hall, Newburgh

Brittney F. Harth, Tell City

Dionne N. Hawkins, Noble, Illinois 
cum laude

Emily Ann Helming, Santa Claus

Bonnie Jordan Hertaus, Evansville 
magna cum laude

Kendall E. Hinton, Evansville

Alyssa B. Hoffman, Dale

Jennifer L. Ingram, Boonville

Cory L. Inkenbrandt, Henderson, Kentucky

Kelsey L. Kaiser, Brownstown 
magna cum laude,  
University Honors Scholar

Carrie L. Keller, Saint Anthony

Lesley Elizabeth Richey La Fon, Vincennes

Ashley Lind, Clarksville

Andrew D. Loucks, Evansville

Terry L. Martin, Evansville 
magna cum laude

Krista Lynn McKeethen, Evansville

Brittany Lynn Middendorf, Evansville

Kristina L. Millay, Chandler

Angelica Kay Jane Nevins, Nashville

Alicia Thomasina Newton, Tell City 
cum laude

Lindsey S. Owens, Evansville 
cum laude

Courtney Shea Payne, Huntingburg

Astretta F. Rhoades, Evansville

Jennifer A. Richard, Evansville 
summa cum laude

Kaylyn Elizabeth Richard, Tell City

Sierra D. Riordan, Mount Vernon 
cum laude

Kayla L. Rupp, Columbus 
cum laude

Martha L. Sargent, Evansville

Melanie A. Sartin, Floyds Knobs

Amber N. Seib, Boonville

Jennifer M. Sharp, Columbus 
cum laude,  
University Honors Scholar

Abbi Michelle Sisson, Evansville

Arthur Paul Stephens, Princeton 
cum laude
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Romain College of Business and Division of  
Outreach and Engagement Ceremony 

Saturday, May 3, 2014 
6 p.m.

POST-BaccaLauREaTE CERTIFIcaTES

Wayne M. Hurlock, Newburgh 
Professional Accountancy

Lauren Anne Kissel, Evansville 
Professional Accountancy

Jeremy C. Wann, Gentryville 
Professional Accountancy

BacHELOR OF ARTS

Ariunchimeg Bayankhishig, Ulaanbaatar, 
Mongolia 
Economics

Jessica Lynn Blythe, Evansville 
Management

Jacob Taylor Clark, Indianapolis 
Management

Aelinor M. Conaway, Evansville 
Computer Information Systems

Stanley Austin Cope, Evansville 
Accounting and Professional Services, 
magna cum laude

Camden James Dean, Greencastle 
Accounting and Professional Services  
and Business Administration

Dennis J. DeMars, Charlestown 
Finance

Ashley Mollie Eme DeMello, Honolulu, Hawaii 
Business Administration and Marketing

Hilary A. Duckworth, Mount Vernon 
Business Administration

Alison R. Gaither, Washington 
Marketing

Samuel Bracken Gretler, Evansville 
Accounting and Professional Services

James-Paul Edward Hammond, Vincennes 
Marketing

Julia E. Kohnen, Florissant, Missouri 
Business Administration, magna cum laude

Ryan E. McIntosh, Evansville 
Marketing

Zachary Maxwell Miller, Indianapolis 
Business Administration

Jeremy D. Nellis, Evansville 
Business Administration

Kyle Michael Newton, Fort Branch 
Accounting and Professional Services

Gabriela Randazzo, Wheaton, Illinois 
Marketing, magna cum laude

Julio Roda Melgar, Evansville 
Business Administration

Layne Alan Rush, Newburgh 
Business Administration

Kaitlyn Joan Stevens, Evansville 
Marketing

Marissa L. Voelkel, Lawrenceburg 
Business Administration and Spanish Studies

Kelsey S. Welp, Celestine 
Computer Information Systems

Emily K. West, Evansville 
Accounting and Professional Services  
and Theatre Arts

Ryan Matthew Wilson, Evansville 
Finance

Whitney Taylor Wimber, Evansville 
Business Administration

BacHELOR OF ScIENcE

Heather M. Abel, Shoals 
Business Administration

Khalifah J. Aldeghishem, Kuwait City, Kuwait 
Finance

Harvey D. Allen, Santa Claus 
Management, cum laude

Daniel S. Arbaugh, Evansville 
Computer Science

Kelsie Dawne Ball, Tell City 
Management

Patrick W. Bassett, Henderson, Kentucky 
Business Administration, Economics,  
and Finance

Julia M. Batey, Evansville 
Accounting and Professional Services, 
cum laude

Tsogtbayar Bayankhishig, Ulaanbaatar, 
Mongolia 
Computer Science

David N. Becht, Evansville 
Management

Katie L. Belcher, Evansville 
Business Administration

Adam Payton Bennett, Newburgh 
Marketing

Cameron W. Benson, Oakland City 
Management

William J. Beville, Rushville 
Business Administration

Aaron J. Binder, Franklin 
Business Administration

Joshua L. Blackgrave, Jasper 
Business Administration

Daniel R. Blankenship, Evansville 
Finance

Laura E. Blankenship, Evansville 
Accounting and Professional Services

Jonathan D. Blann, Oaktown 
Finance

Brittney N. Bohleber-Schenk, Evansville 
Marketing

Colton J. Brack, Evansville 
Accounting and Professional Services

Brittany L. Brasel, Boonville 
Accounting and Professional Services  
and Finance
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Erin Lynn Maile, Wadesville 
Accounting and Professional Services, 
magna cum laude

Jeorge Jeffrey Manley, Evansville 
Finance
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Caleb C. Voegel, Evansville 
Economics

Joshua Wade Waddle, Equality, Illinois 
Marketing

Alexis Denise Wagler, Loogootee 
Business Administration

David K. Walsh, Speedway 
Management

Jordan T. Wathen, Evansville 
Finance

Jessica Lauren Watson, Cloverdale 
Marketing, cum laude

Joshua C. Weber, Evansville 
Computer Science

Kevin Daniel Weinzapfel, Mount Vernon 
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President Linda L. M. Bennett became the third president 
of the University of Southern Indiana in 2009. In her 

inaugural address, she referenced the University’s founding 
in 1965 and said, “Service to a greater good was a primary 
reason the University of Southern Indiana was created. It is 
our touchstone, and years after our founding and emergence 
as a separate state University, there is little doubt that USI  
is delivering on the promise of its founding.”

USI began as a regional campus administered by Indiana 
State University. During the initial 20 years, the institution 
experienced enrollment growth and developed under an 
administration led by President David L. Rice with faculty 
dedicated to teaching and serving the community. Dr. Rice’s 
vision of public higher education led to the modern, thriving 
institution we know today.

The institution started with 412 students and increased 
steadily to 2,420 students by 1985. In the next two decades, 
growth continued as the institution’s name changed to the 
University of Southern Indiana and the student population 
grew to more than 10,000 students by 2004. More buildings 
opened including student apartments, residence halls, 
a fitness, wellness, and recreation center, an Education 
Center and Torrington Science Center wing, and Rice 
Library, named in honor of the University’s first president.

The impact of USI’s focus can be seen most dramatically  
in the rise in regional college-going attendance, from  
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Presidential Medallion
During the Middle Ages, medallions signified membership in 
religious orders and guilds; in the Renaissance, membership 
in elite orders of knighthood and prominence in government 
office. Today, colleges and universities strike medallions to 
commemorate important events and achievements. Donated 
by the late Melvin Denner, professor emeritus of biology, and 
Anne Denner, former instructor in nutrition and biology, 
and their family, this medallion was fabricated by Honorcraft 
for the 1995 inauguration of H. Ray Hoops. Dr. Denner 
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Academic Regalia
The academic costume dates from medieval days when 
university students wore woolen and fur garments for warmth 
in damp and drafty buildings. Most of those studying were 
clerics in holy orders; they wore a cloak to which was attached 
a hood that could be pulled up to cover their tonsured heads. 
Simplified today, the costume serves to remind us that its 
wearer is a member of an ancient and venerable profession; 










