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A reception will be held in University Center East immediately following the ceremony.

Processional
 Evansville Brass Quintet 
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Processional
 Evansville Brass Quintet 
 Pomp and Circumstance, Edward Elgar, Composer

 Grand Marshal
 Kathryn M. Waters, Professor of Art

National Anthem
 Briana E. Maddox ’16 

Welcome and Introductions
 Linda L. M. Bennett, President 

Reflection
 Jessica J. Thompson ’13

The Commencement Address
 Robert E. Boostrom, Professor of Education 

Conferral of Degrees
 Linda L. M. Bennett, President  
 Assisted by Ronald S. Rochon, Provost

Presentation of Graduates
 J. Wayne Rinks, Associate Professor of Communications; Chair of Communications Department

Master Degrees
 Ronald S. Rochon, Provost

Baccalaureate Degrees
 Michael K. Aakhus, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts; Professor of Art
 Ann H. White, Dean of the College of Nursing and Health Professions; Professor of Nursing 
 Mark C. Bernhard, Associate Provost for Outreach and Engagement

Associate Degrees
 Ronald S. Rochon, Provost

Recessional
 Evansville Brass Quintet

ORDER OF THE 2013 FALL COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES

College of Liberal Arts,  
College of Nursing and Health Professions,  

and Division of Outreach and Engagement Ceremony
Saturday, December 14, 2013

1 p.m.

A reception will be held in University Center East immediately following the ceremony.
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Romain College of Business and Pott College 
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BACCALAUREATE DEGREES

ROMAIN COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Michael Geoffrey Breining, Birdseye 
  Accounting and Professional Services, 

summa cum laude
Jenny Lynn Brown, Evansville 
 Business Education
Joshua Caine Embry, Richland 
 Accounting and Professional Services
Justin L. Forshey, Chrisney 
  Accounting and Professional Services  

and Finance
Alexandra Lee Hershman, Newburgh 
 Marketing
Kelli M. Housman, Evansville 
  Accounting and Professional Services  

and Finance
Heather Elizabeth Long, Boonville 
  Marketing and Spanish Studies, cum laude 

University Honors scHolar

Andrew Magazine, Newburgh 
 Management
Anna D. McManaway, Evansville 
  Finance and Accounting and Professional 

Services, magna cum laude  
University Honors scHolar

Joshua Alan Petrig, Evansville 
 Business Administration
Donald A. Rexing, Evansville 
 Accounting and Professional Services
Carolyn Marie Smith, Evansville 
  Accounting and Professional Services, 

cum laude
Ellena Stumpf, Attendorn-Helden, Germany 
 Economics, magna cum laude
Rodrigo Flores Turcott, Mexico City, Mexico 
 Marketing

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Rachel E. Adams, Evansville 
 Marketing
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Haleigh G. Madden, Newburgh 
 Business Administration
Katharine Frances Magee, Princeton 
 Finance
Kyle D. Mangold, Evansville 
 Economics
Jade Alisa Marinin, Jasper 
 Accounting and Professional Services
Jenna Marie Masterson, Evansville 
 Business Administration
Randall R. McGrew, Evansville 
  Computer Information Systems,  

magna cum laude 
University Honors scHolar

Jeffrey Alan McNeely, Evansville 
 Business Administration
Victor P. Medvedev, Evansville 
 Management
Cody A. Meyer, Rockport 
 Business Administration
Jordan M. Minkey, Fortville 
 Marketing
Nicholas J. Moll, Evansville 
 Business Administration
Crystal Marie Moore, Owensville 
 Business Administration
James A. Mott, Albequerque, New Mexico 
 Computer Information Systems
Weston H. Nelson, Greenfield 
 Computer Information Systems
Emily Lauren Neumann, Evansville 
 Finance
Robert B. Nieters, Columbus 
 Business Administration
Alexander James Nixon, Mesa, Arizona 
 Economics
Thomas Ray Nugent, Elnora 
 Business Administration
Nikkole Elizabeth Papenmeier, Evansville 
 Marketing
Melissa Terese Pathman, Noblesville 
 Business Administration
Heidi Lynn Petrig, Evansville 
 Business Administration

Charles W. Pride, Jr., Bargersville 
  Computer Information Systems,  

magna cum laude
Joseph D. Priest, Evansville 
 Accounting and Professional Services
Logan Dalton Rainey, Washington 
 Accounting and Professional Services
Cody Lee Randall, Madison 
 Marketing
Komail Raza, Newburgh 
 Accounting and Professional Services
Jordan M. Rector, Boonville 
  Accounting and Professional Services, 

cum laude
Jason R. Reidford, Evansville 
 Business Administration
Jerod M. Rexing, Mount Vernon 
 Computer Information Systems
Kaylee I. Richards, Fairfield, Illinois 
 Accounting and Professional Services
Garrett Wade Rickenberg, Chester, Illinois 
 Marketing
Abigail L. Roberts, Evansville 
 Business Administration
Cortlin D. Sawyer, Evansville 
 Computer Information Systems
Dylan T. Schaefer, Dale 
  Accounting and Professional Services, 

magna cum laude
Chad R. Schmitt, Evansville 
 Economics
Jeremy D. Seitz, Jasper 
 Accounting and Professional Services
Jonathan C. Shoptaw, Newburgh 
  Accounting and Professional Services, 

cum laude
Nicholas M. Singler, Newburgh 
 Business Administration
Caleb M. Spears, Monrovia 
  Accounting and Professional Services  

and Economics





9

This printed list of candidates for degrees does not include late changes.

Diego A. Gimenez Velasquez, Barquisimeto,  
 Venezuela
Wenjun Guo, Newburgh
Daniel Joseph David Hampton, Honolulu,  
 Hawaii
Andrew David Horn, Tennyson

Jonothan D. Kerchief, Wadesville 
 cum laude
Eli J. Kern, Haubstadt 
 magna cum laude
Cody Allen McGill, Boonville
Christopher E. Nelson, Evansville

James M. Payne, Owensboro, Kentucky
Juan M. Quiroz Jimenez, Valencia, Venezuela 
 cum laude
Shawn Edward Smith, Princeton

ASSOCIATE DEGREES

ROMAIN COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE
Michelle L. Ballard, Evansville 
 Business

Joshua R. Boze, Evansville 
 Business
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College of liBeRal aRts,  
College of nuRsing and HealtH PRofessions,  

and division of outReaCH and engagement CeRemony 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2013 

1 P.M.

DOCTORAL DEGREES

Awarding of Hoods
Faculty mentors will award hoods to the degree candidates.

DOCTOR OF  
NURSING PRACTICE
Norma E. Hall, Indianapolis 
 Advanced Practice 
 Faculty mentor: Karen L. Parker

MASTER DEGREES

Awarding of Hoods
Wesley T. Durham, Director of Graduate Studies; Associate Professor of Communication Studies 

Assisted by Shelly B. Blunt, Assistant Provost for Academic Affairs; Associate Professor of Chemistry

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
COMMUNICATION
Bryce Wayne Law, Evansville

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
LIBERAL STUDIES
Corrie J. Sarol, Evansville
Casey F. Trela, New Harmony

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION
Amanda A. Kloeppel, Evansville
Emily S. Lynn, Evansville
Marsha Gail Salee, Evansville
Patrick Rodger Seib, Evansville

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN NURSING
Kinzy Dawn Amos, Evansville 
 Family Nurse Practitioner

Robin L. Curnel, Marion, Kentucky 
 Nursing Management and Leadership
John Tyler Green, Owensboro, Kentucky 
 Nursing Management and Leadership
Cathy Lightsey Payne, Kings Mountain,  
 North Carolina 
 Nursing Management and Leadership
Karen L. Werskey, Seymour 
 Nursing Management and Leadership

BACCALAUREATE DEGREES

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Lydia Kathleen Abell, Henderson, Kentucky 
 English, cum laude
Cindy Guadalupe Alfaro, Evansville 
 English
Jonathan D. Ambriz, Indianapolis 
 Psychology
Gina Maeling Azzarello, Evansville 
 International Studies
Cristina Maria Bonales, Whiting 
 Spanish Studies

Christopher Edwin William Brace, Evansville 
 Spanish Studies
Whitney R. Brown, Evansville 
 Anthropology
Jacob Bradley Couturiaux, Evansville 
 English and Spanish Studies, cum laude
Hayden C. Dayson, Evansville 
 Anthropology
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Gwen Ellen Gude, Evansville 
 Psychology
Ashley Jordan Harris, Simi Valley, California 
 International Studies
Alexandra Morgan Hastings, Evansville 
 Spanish Studies, cum laude
Megan Sue Huber, Columbus 
  English and Spanish Studies,  

magna cum laude
Jacob Thomas Kohlmeyer, Evansville 
 English 
Haley Renee Lashbrooks, Salem 
 Psychology
Brian Ross Lewallen, Avon 
 Spanish Studies and International Studies
Heather Elizabeth Long, Boonville 
  Spanish Studies and Marketing, cum laude 

University Honors scHolar

Kayla Corine McCarty, Indianapolis 
  Radio and Television and Spanish 

Studies, summa cum laude 
University Honors scHolar

Jared Kirk Miller, Owensboro, Kentucky 
 English
Rebecca Leah Morris, Sebree, Kentucky 
 International Studies and Spanish Studies
Curtis L. Nelson, Mount Vernon 
 English, magna cum laude
Andrew Michael Northrup, Cloverdale 
 English
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Jordan Ann Flynn, Washington 
 Food and Nutrition
Haley G. Fritts, Evansville 
 Health Services
Elissa Suzanne Garrett, Evansville 
 Health Services, magna cum laude
Melanie Rae Gipson, Evansville 
 Health Services
Brandi Leigh Guth, Jasper 
 Health Services, cum laude
Erika R. Harris
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ASSOCIATE DEGREES

COLLEGE OF NURSING AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE
Lindsay Ellen Barth, Jasper 
 Occupational Therapy Assistant
Sarah E. Bernardin, Evansville 
 Occupational Therapy Assistant
Shanelle M. Burch, LoogooEit-6.13eo 
 Occupational Therapy Assistant
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President Linda L. M. Bennett became the third president 
of the University of Southern Indiana in 2009. In her 

inaugural address, she referenced the University’s founding 
in 1965 and said, “Service to a greater good was a primary 
reason the University of Southern Indiana was created. It is 
our touchstone, and years after our founding and emergence 
as a separate state University, there is little doubt that USI  
is delivering on the promise of its founding.”

USI began as a regional campus administered by Indiana 
State University. During the initial 20 years, the institution 
experienced enrollment growth and developed under an 
administration led by President David L. Rice with faculty 
dedicated to teaching and serving the community. Dr. Rice’s 
vision of public higher education led to the modern, thriving 
institution we know today.

The institution started with 412 students and increased 
steadily to 2,420 students by 1985. In the next two decades, 
growth continued as the institution’s name changed to the 
University of Southern Indiana and the student population 
grew to more than 10,000 students by 2004. More buildings 
opened including student apartments, residence halls, 
a fitness, wellness, and recreation center, an Education 
Center and Torrington Science Center wing, and Rice 
Library, named in honor of the University’s first president.

The impact of USI’s focus can be seen most dramatically  
in the rise in regional college-going attendance, from  
33 percent of public high school graduates in 1985 when 
USI was established as a separate state institution, to 85 
percent in 2013. These gains outpace both state and national 
averages and speak to the strong partnership USI established 
with P-12 educational programs, other higher education 
institutions, and business and industry.

From 1994 to 2009, President H. Ray Hoops led institutional 
growth with new construction, continued academic program 
development, and an ever-increasing, diverse student 
population coming from counties throughout Indiana, 
the Midwest, and around the world. Throughout his 
presidency, Dr. Hoops positioned USI to be an agent for 
workforce and economic development. He encouraged 
USI faculty to be of service as consultants to industry, 
education, healthcare, business, and other fields important  
to Indiana.

Academic offerings also increase

USI’s academic offerings in business, liberal arts, nursing 
and health professions, and science, engineering, and 
education are available in four colleges. In addition to 
undergraduate programs, master’s degrees in multiple areas 
and a Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) are offered in 
graduate programs. Traditional-aged students and adult 
students continue to enroll in these programs and business 
development and continuing education classes offered  
at USI.

More than 34,000 alumni have been awarded diplomas 
from the University of Southern Indiana. USI graduates 
are renowned surgeons, bank executives, artists, leaders 
in K-12 education, accounting executives, lawyers, nurses, 
hospital administrators, college professors, and elected 
officials—and they are involved in their communities.

The Business and Engineering Center and an iconic  
92-foot-tall tower in the University Center complete  
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Presidential Medallion
During the Middle Ages, medallions signified membership in 
religious orders and guilds; in the Renaissance, membership 
in elite orders of knighthood and prominence in government 
office. Today, colleges and universities strike medallions 
to commemorate important events and achievements. 
Donated by the late Melvin Denner, professor emeritus of 
biology, and Anne Denner, former instructor in nutrition 
and biology, and their family, this medallion was fabricated 
by Honorcraft for the 1995 inauguration of H. Ray Hoops. 
Dr. Denner served as grand marshal at the University’s  
first inauguration.

The University of Southern Indiana Presidential  
medallion signifies the authority invested in the president. 
The medallion’s obverse carries, at its center, a three-inch 
reproduction of the University seal and, surrounding the 
seal, a half-inch rim. On the reverse appear the names 
and dates of appointment for the University’s presidents. 
The president wears this medallion for all formal academic 
ceremonies. 

Gonfalons
Ceremonial flags called gonfalons originated in the  
Middle Ages for civil and military processions, often 
appearing beneath the steel head of a knight’s lance.  
In Italy, gonfalons designated individual Italian republics; 
the chief magistrate or other high official served as 
gonfalonier carrying the banner.

At the University of Southern Indiana, gonfalons 
represent each major academic unit; typically deans or 
department heads act as gonfaloniers. Here gonfalon colors 
derive from traditional hues associated with each college’s 
academic disciplines. Our commencement gonfalons come 
as a gift from the USI Campus Store.

University Seal
The University seal, designed by Nussmeier Engraving, 
bears the University’s colors—red, white, and blue—
with gold. The shield signifies the importance of higher 
education in defending citizens against ignorance. 
Between the two banners displaying the University’s name 
appear a band and an open book bound together by the 
torch of knowledge. In the band, rays of light emanate 
simultaneously from a rising sun, symbolizing the young 
University, and from the torch, symbolizing the light of 
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Academic Regalia
The academic costume dates from medieval days when 
university students wore woolen and fur garments for warmth 
in damp and drafty buildings. Most of those studying were 
clerics in holy orders; they wore a cloak to which was attached 
a hood that could be pulled up to cover their tonsured heads. 
Simplified today, the costume serves to remind us that its 
wearer is a member of an ancient and venerable profession; 
it also indicates by its color and design the wearer’s degree 
and the institution by which the degree was conferred.

In the United States, black has been the traditional color for 
academic gowns, but some institutions authorize holders of 
their doctorates to wear colors of the institution. The bachelor’s 
gown is distinguished by its long, open sleeves; the master’s by 
its closed, slitted sleeves; the doctor’s by its full sleeves trimmed 
with bands of velvet, which may be black or a color denoting 
the field in which the degree was taken.

The mortarboard cap, proper for all degrees, is black. Tassels, 
usually black, are worn over the left front quarter of the cap. 
Holders of the doctorate may wear tassels of gold thread.

Academic hoods vary in length according to the degree 
attained and are lined with the colors of the institution by 
which the degree was granted. The honorary doctoral hoods 
of the University of Southern Indiana are black, lined with 
blue satin with red satin chevrons. They are edged with 
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