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The speaker for the Graduate Ceremony is D. Keith Jewell ’86 M’91, 
president of St. Mary’s Health in Evansville, Indiana. He is a 

graduate of the University of Southern Indiana with a bachelor’s degree 
in accounting and a master’s degree in business administration. 

After completing his degrees, Jewell immediately began his career  
in healthcare as an accountant and consultant, preparing financial 
forecasts and strategic financial plans for hospitals, physicians and  
long-term care facilities. He went on to become the director of 
financial planning/business development for Franciscan St. Francis 
Health in Indianapolis, Indiana, and chief financial officer for St. 
Francis Medical Group. There, Jewell focused on long-range planning 
and business development for many new facilities and programs 
throughout the healthcare system.
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Bryan R. Harper ’96 is the 2015 Commencement speaker for 
the College of Liberal Arts. He earned his bachelor’s degree in 

communications from the University of Southern Indiana. 

Currently preparing for his 12th season with the National Football 
League’s (NFL) Minnesota Vikings, Harper’s entire career has been in 
the genre of sports. His start came at USI, working on the stats crew 
and in student promotions for men’s basketball.

After graduation, Harper spent his first five years in sales roles 
with the Columbus Crew (Major League Soccer) followed by the 
Pittsburgh Pirates (Major League Baseball). In 2001, he moved on to 
the Jacksonville Jaguars (National Football League) followed by the 
Daytona International Speedway.

Harper returned to the NFL in 2004, taking a marketing role with 
the Minnesota Vikings, where he initiated a philosophical shift in the 
organization by bringing many production responsibilities in-house  
and shaping a cohesive content strategy.

In his role as executive producer, Harper led the creation of Vikings 
Entertainment Network (VEN) and the launch of one of the first 
multimedia production studios in the NFL. He assembled a talented 
team of 14 staffers which are collectively responsible for content 
strategy, production and presentation across all platforms including 
in-stadium entertainment, TV/radio programming and digital media. 
Under Harper’s leadership, VEN has been recognized for exemplary 
efforts in production with multiple Upper Midwest Emmy Awards in 
categories including graphics animation, commercials, narration and 
topical documentaries. 
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The 2015 Commencement speaker for the Romain College of 
Business and Outreach and Engagement is Eric R. Williams ’89. 

He is the senior vice president, director of security, at Old National Bank. 

Williams has been a community advocate since his days at the University 
of Southern Indiana, where he graduated in 1989 with a bachelor’s 
degree in management. While a student, he served in various leadership 
roles, including president of the Student Government Association, as an 
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USI BESTOWS TWO HONORARY DEGREES FOR   DISTINGUISHED AND EXTRAORDINARY SERVICE

Dr. Joey V. Barnett ’81 is receiving 
an Honorary Doctor of Science 

degree at the 2015 Graduate 
Commencement ceremony for the 
University of Southern Indiana. 

Born in Evansville, Indiana, Barnett 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 
biology from USI in 1981. He then  
completed his doctorate in the 
Pharmacological Sciences Training 
Program at Vanderbilt University in 
1986. He later served as a research 
fellow and instructor in medicine at 
Harvard Medical School, and returned 
to Vanderbilt as an assistant professor 
of medicine in 1992. In 2000, he moved 
his primary focus to pharmacology to 
direct the Ph.D. Training Program. 
He currently serves as professor of 
pharmacology, medicine, pediatrics, 
and pathology, microbiology and 
immunology, and as acting chair of the 
Department of Pharmacology. In 2014, 
he was appointed director of the Office 
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USI is celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2015.  
The mission of the University continues to be one of 

access and quality education for the region and beyond.

President Linda L. M. Bennett became the third president 
of the University of Southern Indiana in 2009. In her 
inaugural address, she referenced the University’s founding 
in 1965 and said, “Service to a greater good was a primary 
reason the University of Southern Indiana was created. It is 
our touchstone, and years after our founding and emergence 
as a separate state University, there is little doubt that USI  
is delivering on the promise of its founding.”

USI began as a regional campus administered by Indiana 
State University. During the initial 20 years, the institution 
experienced enrollment growth and developed under an 
administration led by President David L. Rice with faculty 
dedicated to teaching and serving the community. Dr. Rice’s 
vision of public higher education led to the modern, 
thriving institution we know today.

The institution started with 412 students and increased 
steadily to 2,420 students by 1985. In the next two decades, 
growth continued as the institution’s name changed to the 

University of Southern Indiana, and the student population 
grew to more than 10,000 students by 2004. More buildings 
opened including student apartments, residence halls, a 
fitness, wellness and recreation center, an Education Center 
and Torrington Science Center wing and Rice Library.

From 1994 to 2009, President H. Ray Hoops led institutional 
growth with new construction, continued academic program 
development and an ever-increasing, diverse student 
population coming from counties throughout Indiana, the 
Midwest and around the world. Throughout his presidency, 
Hoops positioned USI to be an agent for workforce and 
economic development. He encouraged USI faculty to be 
of service as consultants to industry, education, healthcare, 
business and other fields important to Indiana.

A Business and Engineering Center and an iconic 92’-
tall Cone in the University Center complete the ring of 
structures around the quadrangle on campus. The Applied 
Engineering Center, with state-of-the-art equipment,  
opened in fall 2013, and the new Performance Center 
opened spring 2015. The Griffin Center, a meeting and 
event building, is scheduled to open in 2016.

Today, the impact of USI’s focus can be seen most 
dramatically in the rise in regional college-going attendance, 
from 33 percent of public high school graduates in 1985, 
when USI was established as a separate state institution, 
to 82 percent in 2013. These gains outpace both state and 
national averages and speak to the strong partnership USI 
established with P-12 educational programs, other higher 
education institutions and business and industry.
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Presidential Medallion
During the Middle Ages, medallions signified membership in 
religious orders and guilds; in the Renaissance, membership 
in elite orders of knighthood and prominence in government 
office. Today, colleges and universities strike medallions 
to commemorate important events and achievements. 
Donated by the late Melvin Denner, professor emeritus of 
biology, and Anne Denner, former instructor in nutrition 
and biology, and their family, this medallion was fabricated 
by Honorcraft for the 1995 inauguration of USI President 
H. Ray Hoops. Dr. Denner served as grand marshal at the 
University’s first inauguration.

The University of Southern Indiana Presidential Medallion 
signifies the authority invested in the president.

The medallion’s obverse carries, at its center, a three-inch 
reproduction of the University seal and, surrounding the seal, 
a half-inch rim. On the reverse appear the names and dates 
of appointment for the University’s presidents. The president 
wears this medallion for all formal academic ceremonies.

During the Pott College of Science, Engineering,  
and Education Ceremony, a replica of the Presidential 
Medallion will be presented to Shelby N. Tarantino ’15.  
This is the highest honor given to a graduating senior.
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