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Processional

	 Evansville Brass Quintet
	 Pomp and Circumstance, Edward Elgar, Composer

	 Grand Marshal

	 Mehmet C. Kocakulah, Professor of Accounting

	 Marshals

	 James H. Bandoli, Professor of Biology
	 Sandy K. Frank ’90 M’96, Registrar
	 Ernest H. Hall, Jr., Professor of Management
	 Mary Jo Harper, Director of Student Financial Assistance
	 Pamela F. Hopson, Director of Multicultural Center
	 Nancy L. Johnson ’83 M’95, Director of Alumni and Volunteer Services
	 Eric H. Otto, Director of Admission
	 Philip L. Parker, Director of Career Services and Placement
	 Julie A. Peak, Assistant Registrar
	 Tracy Sinn ’92 M’11, Assistant Registrar
	 Linda M. Trible M’03 ’08, Associate Registrar
	 Kathryn M. Waters, Professor of Art
	 Ann H. White, Associate Dean of Nursing and Health Professions; Professor of Nursing

Welcome and Introductions

	 Linda L. M. Bennett, President

Reflection

	 Peggy F. Harrel, Director of Graduate Studies and Sponsored Research;  
	 Assistant Professor of English

The Commencement Address

	� Barbara A. Davis, Professor Emerita of Nursing;  
2011 Old National Bank Distinguished Professor

Conferral of Degrees

	 Linda L. M. Bennett, President
 	 Assisted by Ronald S. Rochon, Provost

Degrees to be Conferred
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Presentation of Graduates

	 J. Wayne Rinks, Associate Professor of Communications;  
	 Chair of Communications Department
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Barbara A. Davis will bring Commencement Address
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University of Southern Indiana
Candidates for Degrees

Class of 2011

10 a.m. Ceremony

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
Jeffery B. Alexander, Evansville

Ryan S. Berry, Evansville
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Jaclyn Ann Blackford, Evansville 
Business Education

Jeremy W. Blankenship, Indianapolis 
Marketing

Jonathan William Bond, Henderson, Kentucky 
Finance

Laura Rachel Boyer, Boonville 
Business Administration

Darnita LaChae Carthan, Chicago, Illinois 
Business Administration

Kelsey Elizabeth Consalus, Evansville 
Management

Emily Christine Coole, Newburgh 
Accounting and Professional Services

Daniel S. Cullen, Washington 
Business Administration

Jason W. Cummins, French Lick 
Management

William Tyler Darlage, Brownstown 
Business Administration

Amber Leigh Daugherty, Evansville 
Management

Dalía Boulangger Del Portal,  
Puerto La Cruz, Venezuela 
Management

Taylor R. Dennis, Covington 
Management

Logan R. Elfreich, Evansville 
Business Administration

Shaun A. Elsner, Evansville 
Business Administration

Shawn M. Ewell, Evansville 
Business Administration

Aaron J. Field, Haubstadt 
Accounting and Professional Services,  
cum laude

Ashton N. Fleck, Birdseye 
Management

Adam Thomas Franke, Evansville 
Computer Information Systems and 
Management

Michelle M. Girgenti, Greenwood 
Business Administration

Neil T. Goebel, Evansville 
Management

Keith M. Goodwin, Evansville 
Accounting and Professional Services

Dawn Stahlke Green, Newburgh 
Accounting and Professional Services,  
magna cum laude

C. Brooke Gusgeski, Cadiz, Kentucky 
Accounting and Professional Services

Drew Thomas Helfert, Evansville 
Computer Science

Logan Lee Henry, Vevay 
Management

Carl J. Herrmann, Evansville 
Computer Information Systems

Dustin Ray Hornickel, Laconia 
Management

Nathan Lindell Hyneman, Evansville 
Business Administration

Chelsie S. Jackson, Vincennes 
Computer Information Systems
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Pott College of Science, Engineering, and Education
BACHELOR OF ARTS
Wilma Schwartz Betz, Saint Anthony 

Early Childhood Education

Deirdre M. Hina, Evansville 
Elementary Education

Kristina D. Lenfers, Evansville 
Elementary Education
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University of Southern Indiana
Candidates for Degrees

Class of 2011

1 p.m. Ceremony

This printed list of candidates for degrees does not include late changes.

Master of arts in 
communication
Lauren Sue Rickelman, Evansville

MASTER OF ARTS IN LIBERAL 
STUDIES
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Adam Lee Wadsworth, Boonville 
English Teaching

Monika Lynn Wathen, Indianapolis 
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ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE
Bradley M. Abbott, Evansville 

Occupational Therapy Assistant

Joy Kaye Abel, Owensboro, Kentucky 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Emily Katherine Adler, Evansville 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Amber N. Bradley, Henderson, Kentucky 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Jordan A. Branyon, Evansville 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Brandi N. Brown, Henderson, Kentucky 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Adria B. Cox, Washington 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Amy Faye Ellis, Calhoun, Kentucky 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Brittany Lynn Elpers, Fort Branch 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Molly M. Flamion, Magnet 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Cassandra R. Garland, Jasper 
Dental Assisting

Ashley N. Gray, Evansville 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Christine M. Kraft, Virginia Beach, Virginia 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Blake Gilbert Lemmon, Richmond 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Meghan E. Massie, Mount Vernon 
Dental Assisting

Amber K. Meyer, Evansville 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Jenna M. Nelson, Henderson, Kentucky 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Kathryn J. O’Bryan, Owensboro, Kentucky 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Amber L. Porter, Montezuma 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Nicole M. Rasche, Jasper 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Sara A. Roehm, Chandler 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Steven R. Scheller, Evansville 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Chelsea Dawn Simpson, Owensboro, Kentucky 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Amber D. Staller, Greenwood 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Rachel J. Van, Angola 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Leah N. Vaught, Haubstadt 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Ali C. Vowels, Henderson, Kentucky 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Lacey L. White, Vincennes 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Audra Lea Williams, Evansville 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Daniel Thomas Wilson, Huntingburg 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Amanda J. Wiseman, Morocco 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Sarah E. Ziegler, Mount Vernon 
Occupational Therapy Assistant

A s s o c i a t e  D e g r e e s
College of Liberal Arts

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE
Amanda Kristen Steiner, Princeton 

Social Science

College of Nursing and Health Professions

BACHELOR OF GENERAL STUDIES
Michael J. Freeman, Evansville 

Individual Studies

Talisa Marshat Gregory, Evansville 
Individual Studies

Raymond O. Kanipe, Evansville 
Individual Studies

Cory J. Norman, Jeffersonville 
Individual Studies

Terry Priest, Evansville 
Individual Studies, summa cum laude

Patrick Rodger Seib, Evansville 
Individual Studies

Outreach and Engagement
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Presidential Medallion
During the Middle Ages, medallions 
signified membership in religious 
orders and guilds; in the Renaissance, 
membership in elite orders of 
knighthood and prominence in 
government office. Today, colleges 
and universities strike medallions to 
commemorate important events and 
achievements. Donated by the late 
Melvin Denner, professor emeritus 
of biology, and Anne Denner, former 
instructor in nutrition and biology, 
and their family, this medallion  
was fabricated by Honorcraft for the 
1995 inauguration of H. Ray Hoops. 
Dr. Denner served as grand marshal  
at the University’s first inauguration.

The University of Southern Indiana 
Presidential medallion signifies the 
authority invested in the president. 
The medallion’s obverse carries, at its 
center, a three-inch reproduction of 
the University seal and, surrounding 
the seal, a half-inch rim. On the 
reverse appear the names and dates 
of appointment for the University’s 
presidents. The president wears this 
medallion for all formal academic 
ceremonies. 

Gonfalons
Ceremonial flags called gonfalons 
originated in the Middle Ages for 
civil and military processions, often 
appearing beneath the steel head of 
a knight’s lance. In Italy, gonfalons 
designated individual Italian republics; 
the chief magistrate or other high 
official served as gonfalonier carrying 
the banner.

At the University of Southern 
Indiana, gonfalons represent each 
major academic unit; typically 
deans or department heads act as 

gonfaloniers. Here gonfalon colors 
derive from traditional hues associated 
with each college’s academic disciplines. 
Our commencement gonfalons come 
as a gift from the USI Bookstore.

University Seal
The University seal, designed by 
Nussmeier Engraving, bears the 
University’s colors—red, white, and 
blue—with gold. The shield signifies 
the importance of higher education in 
defending citizens against ignorance. 
Between the two banners displaying 
the University’s name appear a band 
and an open book bound together by 
the torch of knowledge. In the band, 
rays of light emanate simultaneously 
from a rising sun, symbolizing the 
young University, and from the torch, 
symbolizing the light of knowledge 
and the passion for scholarship. Trees 
on either side of the flame suggest not 
only the University’s pastoral southern 
Indiana setting but also life, growth, 
and continuity.

Beneath this band, an open book 
emphasizes the importance of teaching 
and learning; academia populi and 
academia populo indicate that the 
University of Southern Indiana is 
a scholarly academy founded and 
supported by the people, for the people. 
Finally, the laurel branches to the right 
and left of the book represent victory: 
the light of learning overcomes the 
darkness of ignorance.

University Mace
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Academic Regalia
The academic costume dates from 
medieval days when university students 
wore woolen and fur garments for 
warmth in damp and drafty buildings. 
Most of those studying were clerics 
in holy orders; they wore a cloak to 
which was attached a hood that could 
be pulled up to cover their tonsured 
heads. Simplified today, the costume 
serves to remind us that its wearer is a 
member of an ancient and venerable 
profession; it also indicates by its color 
and design the wearer’s degree and the 
institution by which the degree was 
conferred.

In the United States, black has been 
the traditional color for academic 
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Trustees of the University

Ted C. Ziemer Jr.
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Gonfaloniers
Ronald S. Rochon 

Provost

Martha I. Niemeier 
Interim Director of Library Services; Senior Librarian

Mohammed F. Khayum 
Dean of the College of Business; Professor of Economics

Mark C. Bernhard 
Associate Provost for Outreach and Engagement

Michael K. Aakhus 
Dean of the College of Liberal Arts; Professor of Art

Nadine A. Coudret 
Dean of the College of Nursing and Health Professions; Professor of Nursing

Scott A. Gordon 
Dean of the Pott College of Science, Engineering, and Education; Professor of Biology

Michael A. Broshears 
Director of University Division

Peggy F. Harrel 
Reflection Speaker 

Director of Graduate Studies and Sponsored Research; Assistant Professor of English

Other Members of the Platform Party
Mehmet C. Kocakulah 

Grand Marshal 
Professor of Accounting

Barbara A. Davis 
Commencement Speaker 

Professor Emerita of Nursing 

J. Wayne Rinks 
Presenter of Graduates 

Associate Professor of Communications; Chair of Communications Department

David A. Bower 
Director of Development; President of USI Foundation

Adrian P. Gentle 
Chair of Faculty Senate; Associate Professor of Mathematics

The University of Southern Indiana is an engaged learning community advancing education and knowledge,  


