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J    ustin Groenert M’16 will deliver the 2022 Graduate Ceremony 

Commencement Address. Groenert, who earned his master’s degree  

in public administration from USI, is currently the Vice President of 

Public Policy for the Chattanooga Area Chamber of Commerce in 

Chattanooga, Tennessee.

Prior to his current position, he served as the Chief of Staff and  

Legislative Director for the Office of Indiana Treasurer of State. As a 
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Order of the 2022 Spring Commencement Exercises

College of Nursing and Health Professions 
Ceremony

Saturday, May 7, 2022
9 a.m.
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Order of the 2022 Spring Commencement Exercises

Pott College of Science, Engineering,
and Education Ceremony

Saturday, May 7, 2022
Noon

Join us in the celebration on social media by including #USIGrad in your posts.

Processional
	 Pomp and Circumstance, Edward Elgar, Composer

	 Recording by London Philharmonic, Daniel Barenboim, Conductor 

Grand Marshal
	 Presented by Dr. Mohammed F. Khayum, Provost

National Anthem
	 Recording by Daniel R. Craig, Associate Professor of Music

Welcome and Introductions
	 Dr. Ronald S. Rochon, President

Class of 2022 Recognition
	 Dr. Zane W. Mitchell Jr., Dean of the Pott College of Science, Engineering, and Education;  

	 Professor of Engineering

The Commencement Address
	 Dr. Kester A. Phillips ’02, Medical Director of Neuro-oncology, Ivy Center for Advanced Brain Tumor Treatment,  

	 Swedish Neuroscience Institute

Presentation of David L .  Rice Achievement Award
	 Dr. Ronald S. Rochon, President

Conferral of Degrees
	 Dr. Ronald S. Rochon, President

	 Assisted by Dr. Mohammed F. Khayum, Provost

Presentation of Graduates
	 Dr. Ronald S. Rochon, President

	 Presented by Dr. Kent W. Scheller, Professor of Physics

Welcome from the USI Alumni Association
	 Chad Fetscher ’00 M’08, President of the USI Alumni Association

Alma Mater
	 Constant, Faithful and True

	 Original music by Daniel R. Craig, Lyrics by David O’Neil 

Recessional
	 Trumpet Tune & Bell Symphony, Henry Purcell, Composer

	 Recording by Michael Murray and the Empire Brass
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Order of the 2022 Spring Commencement Exercises

College of Liberal Arts Ceremony
Saturday, May 7, 2022

3 p.m.

Join us in the celebration on social media by including #USIGrad in your posts.

Processional
	 Pomp and Circumstance, Edward Elgar, Composer

	 Recording by London Philharmonic, Daniel Barenboim, Conductor 

Grand Marshal
	 Presented by Dr. Mohammed F. Khayum, Provost

National Anthem
	 Recording by Daniel R. Craig, Associate Professor of Music

Welcome and Introductions
	 Dr. Ronald S. Rochon, President

Class of 2022 Recognition
	 Dr. Melinda R. Roberts, Interim Dean of the College of Liberal Arts; Professor of Criminal Justice

The Commencement Address
	 James W. Beck ’92, Global Vice President of Corporate Communications for Alcoa Corporation 

Presentation of David L .  Rice Achievement Award
	 Dr. Ronald S. Rochon, President

Presentation of the President’s Medal to Anna M. Ardelean ’22
	 Dr. Ronald S. Rochon, President

Conferral of Degrees
	 Dr. Ronald S. Rochon, President

	 Assisted by Dr. Mohammed F. Khayum, Provost

Presentation of Graduates
	 Dr. Ronald S. Rochon, President

	 Presented by Dr. A. David Hitchcock, Chair of World Languages and Cultures, Professor of Spanish

Welcome from the USI Alumni Association
	 Chad Fetscher ’00 M’08, President of the USI Alumni Association

Alma Mater
	 Constant, Faithful and True

	 Original music by Daniel R. Craig, Lyrics by David O’Neil 

Recessional
	 Trumpet Tune & Bell Symphony, Henry Purcell, Composer

	 Recording by Michael Murray and the Empire Brass
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James W. Beck ’92 will deliver the 2022 College of Liberal Arts 

Commencement Address. He is the Global Vice President of Corporate 

Communications for Alcoa Corporation, headquartered in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania. He earned his bachelor’s degree in communications with a 

minor in business administration and was a former editor of The Shield,  

USI’s student newspaper.

Immediately after graduation, Beck joined the newsroom of the Evansville 
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William (Bill) C. and Mary R. 
(O’Daniel) Stone will be 

presented with honorary Doctor of 
Laws degrees during the Graduate 
Studies Commencement Ceremony. 
Both Evansville natives, who met 
while attending Reitz Memorial High 
School, have demonstrated their 
repeated support for the betterment 
of Southern Indiana through their 
extraordinary efforts to sponsor a 
number of major initiatives. 
 
Bill, who has a bachelor’s degree 



13

USI bestows three honorary degrees for� distinguished and extraordinary service

Dr. Nadine A. Coudret, Dean 
Emerita of the University of 

Southern Indiana College of Nursing 
and Health Professions (CNHP) 
and Professor Emerita of Nursing, is 
being recognized with an honorary 
Doctor of Laws degree during the 
Graduate Studies Commencement 
Ceremony for her foundational role 
in establishing USI’s nursing and 
health professions degree programs 
and her service as a faculty member, 
administrator and leader in improving 
the healthcare of the state and region.  
 
Coudret received a bachelor’s degree 
and two master’s degrees from 
the University of Evansville and a 
doctoral degree in higher education 
administration from Indiana 
University. Her clinical practice 
experience includes hospital and home 
health nursing. From 1970 to 1988, 
she was a faculty member and Dean 
of the University of Evansville Nursing 
and Health Sciences School. 
 
In 1988, Dr. David L. Rice, USI’s 
founding president, appointed Coudret 
as the CNHP Inaugural Dean. She 
served as Dean until her retirement 
in 2012, having also served as Interim 
Provost from 2009-10 under former 
USI President Dr. Linda L. M. Bennett. 
 
During Coudret’s tenure as dean, 
over 6,500 students graduated from 
the CNHP, and the College received 
more than $10 million in external 
funding, including federal grants from 
the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services. Her establishment of 
on-campus conferences and pioneer 
development of multiple national 
and international online nursing and 
healthcare certificate programs gained 
national recognition.  
 
She led the development of the 
USI baccalaureate, master’s and 
doctoral degree nursing programs 
which were, and continue to be, 
identified and recognized for their 
innovation and excellence. Under 
her leadership, new high-performing 
programs in occupational therapy, 
health services, health administration, 
food and nutrition, dietetics and 
diagnostic sonography programs were 
established. USI nursing and health 
profession graduates are recognized for 
their professionalism, compassionate 
care and leadership. 

Coudret served on multiple USI 
committees, including chairing the 
USI Athletic Council. Professional 
leadership roles included serving as 
Indiana State Board of Nursing Chief 
Examiner and Vice President, Indiana 
State Nurses Association President, 
Midwest Alliance in Nursing Chair and 
National Council of State Boards of 
Nursing service. 
 
She served on numerous professional 
and community boards, including 
the IU Medical School Evansville 
Center Advisory Board, Evansville 
Anthem Board and the Ascension St. 
Vincent Evansville Board of Directors. 
She continues to serve as a national 
nursing consultant and accreditation 
reviewer. 
 
Coudret is the recipient of the Indiana 
Sagamore of the Wabash award, the 
Women’s YWCA 100 Year award, USI 
Phenomenal Women award, and 
leadership awards from the National 
Gerontology Educator Association, 
the Indiana Area Health Education 
Center and the Indiana State Nurses 
Association.  
 
Her husband, Duke Coudret, who 
served as Chair of the USI Varsity Clubng (en-US)/MCID 749 >>BDC bBTb9.5 0 0 9.5796



14

A



15

GRADUATE CEREMONY 
Friday, May 6, 2022 

6 p.m.

Doctoral Degrees

Awarding of Hoods
Faculty mentors will award hoods to the degree candidates.
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Kevin L. Kling, Princeton 
Educational Leadership and 
Administration

Sarah Elizabeth Loane, English 
Educational Leadership and 
Administration

Danielle Elizabeth Kristina Perkins, 
Indianapolis 
Family Psychiatric Mental Health 
Practitioner

Nikki Jo Mitchell, Newburgh 
 Family Psychiatric Mental Health 
Practitioner

Hannah Nicole Oliver, Madison 
Educational Leadership and 
Administration

Jessica Renee Riley, Jackson, Missouri 
Adult Gerontology Nurse Practitioner 
Acute

Amanda Carter Smith, Evansville 
Family Nurse Practitioner

Kelsey Marie Teel, Wadesville 
Addiction Science

Stephanie A. Wanek, Blue River, Wisconsin 
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Liisa Marie Fransiina Cira, Indianapolis

Erin N. Clem, Evansville

Derrick ChinChin Cleon, Newburgh

Ashlee Ann Co�ey, Richmond

Jared Clay Cole, Owensboro, Kentucky

Barbara Ann Conlin, Carmel

Adam Cordonnier, Sarasota, Florida

Jena R. Covell, Fort Wayne

Edena Cowan, Queens, New York

Ryan Kristopher Craker, Indianapolis

Tierra R. Crumble, Decatur, Illinois

Joel Russell Culbertson, Minot, North Dakota

Cody Allen Curtis, Lexington, Kentucky

Sanjay Damaine Daley, Houston, Texas

Britney Ann Dalton, Seymour

Honest Nguyen Dang, San Diego, California
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
EDUCATION
Madison Anne Aiton, Evansville 

Educational Leadership and Administration

Ryan Keith Bowman, Evansville 
Mathematics Teaching Secondary

Lesley Alyse Fulton,Evansville 
Educational Leadership and Administration

Annie Grace Goldman, Mount Carmel, Illinois	   
Educational Leadership and Administration

Rachel Renee Grant, Evansville 
Educational Leadership and Administration

Allison Ann Hamilton, Evansville 
Curriculum and Instruction 

Cara Maxine Miller, Georgetown 
Educational Leadership and Administration

Quentavian J. Stewart, Houston, Texas	
Curriculum and Instruction 

David T. Tabbert, Santa Claus 
Curriculum and Instruction 

Michael Reid Thomas, Owensboro, Kentucky	
Curriculum and Instruction 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
INDUSTRIAL MANAGEMENT
Christopher Corbitt, Evansville	

Samantha L. Stewart, Evansville	

Travis B. Williams, Evansville	

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING
Daniel Keith Best, Owensboro, Kentucky	   

Family Nurse Practitioner

Lisa D. Beyers, Evansville 
Family Nurse Practitioner

Courtney Layne Blake, Chrisney 
Family Nurse Practitioner

Logan LaShelle Bradbury, Newburgh 
Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner

Sunny Nicole Bridges, Memphis 
Family Nurse Practitioner

Abigail Jean Burke, Noblesville 
Family Nurse Practitioner

Katelyn Michelle Cannon, Brownsburg 
Family Nurse Practitioner

Sara Ann Coburn, Fort Wayne 
Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner

Shannon Marie Corcuera, Mount Juliet, 
Tennessee 
Adult Gerontology Nurse Practitioner-Acute

Melinda Marie Cornelius, Terre Haute	
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Brynne Marie Martin, Springfield, Illinois	

Kaitlyn Ann McGee, New Harmony	

Ashley Marie McKinley, Morgantown	

Elizabeth D. Michael-Butler, Rossville	

Madison Nicole Riley, Livermore, Kentucky	

Karissa Rose Salm, Bedford	
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College of Nursing and  
Health Professions Ceremony 

Saturday, May 7, 2022 
9 a.m.

Baccalaureate Degrees
Bachelor of Science

Brandy Nicole Akers, Evansville	    
Health Services

Gadeer Mohammad Alkhalifah, Alhasa, Saudi 
Arabia 
Dental Hygiene, magna cum laude

Wasayf Amin Almumtin, Evansville	   
Respiratory Therapy

Sydni Leigh Ames, Evansville 
Health Services, magna cum laude

Kelise Lynn Ayers, Oakland City 
Health Services

Jessica Jean-Claude Bain, Clarendon Hills, 
Illinois 
Health Services

Haley Ballard, Evansville 
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences, cum laude

Faith Lynn Barnett, Jasper 
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences, cum laude

Aleise M. Barron, Evansville 
Food and Nutrition

Sierra Lyann Barthelemy, New Orleans, Louisiana 
Respiratory Therapy

Tori Shanice Beasley, Fort Wayne	   
Respiratory Therapy

Kelcee Elayne Birge, Dover, Tennessee	   
Health Services

Madison Nicole Blacker, E�ingham, Illinois	
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences, cum laude

Makala Rene Blunk, Tell City 
Dental Hygiene, cum laude

Laura Ann Bossman, Evansville 
Health Services

Lauren Elizabeth Boyd, Washington 
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences, magna 
cum laude

Ridge Matthew Boyer, Lerna, Illinois	   
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences

Emily Grace Bozarth, Lewisport, Kentucky	   
Respiratory Therapy

Kendyl Kay Brown, Lamar 
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences

Kirstin Jean Brown, Owensboro, Kentucky	    
Dental Hygiene, magna cum laude

Malea Marie Brownfield, Trafalgar	    
Health Services, magna cum laude

Cheyanna Makenzie Butts, Oakland City	   
Health Services

Emily Ann Byrd, Bloomington 
Health Services, cum laude

Tristen Michelle Campbell, Spencer	    
Health Services, magna cum laude

Jazmin Karla Campos, Humble, Texas	   
Health Services

Annemarie Cardin, New Harmony	   
Health Services

Tessa C. Carnes, West Baden Springs	   
Health Services

Lacey Brooke Castor, Madison	   
Respiratory Therapy

Nicole Lynne Chesser, Wheatland	
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Madison Shay Fields, Greensburg	   
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences

Briley Hadyn Fleetwood, Bloomington	   
Food and Nutrition

Jasmin Kristine Frederick, Boonville	   
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences

Janie Tance Fulkerson, Evansville	   
Health Services

Janelle Denise Gartner, Vincennes	    
Dental Hygiene, cum laude

Madison Danielle Gibson, Plainfield	   
Respiratory Therapy

Tamrah Shai Glover, Evansville 
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences

Corey Daniel Gould, Evansville 
Health Services

Brittney Michelle Grabert, Evansville	    
Dental Hygiene, magna cum laude

Margaret Frances Graddy, Greenfield	   
Food and Nutrition

Brandon Douglas Hamman, Poseyville	   
Health Services

Bryley Emme Harms, Norris City, Illinois	    
Health Services, magna cum laude

Maleah Kay Harrell, Bedford 
Dental Hygiene, magna cum laude

Mykenzie Lauren Harrison, Jasper	    
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences, magna 
cum laude

Erica Lynn Hart, Marion, Illinois 
Radiologic and Imaging Sciences
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Emma Nicole Carner, New Harmony	

Andrea Carpenter, Evansville	

Kaylee Renae Caswell, Evansville	

Emily Marie Chamness, Evansville	
summa cum laude

Chelsie Chandler, North Vernon	

Manuel D. Chavez, Roscoe, Illinois	

Eleanor Grace Conley, Indianapolis	
UNIVERSITY HONORS SCHOLAR

Chelsea Renee Cooper, Newburgh	

Mahala Cooper, Oakland City	

Rebecca L. Cox, Newburgh	

Rylynn Taylor Coy, McLeansboro, Illinois	
cum laude

Bobbi Coziahr, Lincoln, Illinois 
cum laude

Lindsey Dalton, New Albany	

Mackenzie Marie Dauphin, Evansville	

Amanda R. Davis, Princeton	

Alicia Nichole Day, Indianapolis	

Tristin Lanae Day, Williams 
cum laude

Cynthia Rae Dickmander, Greenwood	

Alicia Nicole Eastwood, Cynthiana	

Chad Timothy Elmore, Evansville	

Sydney Anne Emig, Evansville	

Payton Ann Englert, Poseyville	

Morgan Eubanks, Madisonville, Kentucky	

Cole JT Evans, Peotone, Illinois	

Brittany Renee Farmer, Evansville	

Emma D. Fleener, Bloomington 
magna cum laude
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Morgan Rose Tretter, Ferdinand	

Adam Wayne Vincent, Mooresville	

Madison Vincent, Central City, Kentucky	

Ethan Michael Wagler, Loogootee	
cum laude

Damon Edward Weaver, Philpot, Kentucky	

Ashley Brooke Weber, Newburgh	

Amanda Nicole Webster, Hutsonville, Illinois

Judith Marie Weinel, Jasper	

Ashley Kay Weiss, Tennyson	

Carsha Nicole Wells, Central City, Kentucky	

Madeline Marie Weston, Saint Peters, Missouri	
magna cum laude

Rachel Dawn Whitehouse, Floyds Knobs	   
cum laude, 
UNIVERSITY HONORS SCHOLAR

Ashley Renee Whittaker, Evansville	  
magna cum laude

Sarah Leighton Williams, Evansville	

Bryn Kimberly Wilzbacher, Haubstadt	     
magna cum laudee

Macy Nicole Wilzbacher, Evansville	    
magna cum laude

Cynthia Nadine Woods, Hartford, Kentucky 	

Shannon Marie Wytovak, Evansville	
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Pott College of Science, Engineering,  
and Education Ceremony 

Saturday, May 7, 2022 
Noon

Baccalaureate Degrees
Bachelor of Arts

Megan Alexandra Gross, Evansville	    
Elementary Education, cum laude

Lydia Horb, Valparaiso 
Statistics and Mathematics, 
UNIVERSITY HONORS SCHOLAR

Jacob Matthew Ledgerwood, Washington	   
Exercise Science

Amanda Michelle Lewandowski, 
Bloomington 
Sport Management, magna cum laude, 
UNIVERSITY HONORS SCHOLAR

Lauren Nicole Mygatt, Sesser, Illinois	    
Mathematics, magna cum laude

Haley Ann Robertson, Evansville	   
Elementary Education, cum laude
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Abigail Elizabeth Engels, Lebanon	
Elementary Education and Special 
Education

Korynn Josephine Englert, Wadesville	    
Exercise Science, 



29

Hunter Alexander Peppers, Fairview Heights, 
Illinois 
Exercise Science

Bailey Lynn Plummer, Evansville	  
Elementary Education and  
Early Childhood Education

Tori Paige Preston, Avon 
Special Education

Alexis Price, Evansville 
Exercise Science and Kinesiology, cum laude

Madelyn R. Pund, Huntingburg	    
Elementary Education, cum laude

Harrison Gage Quertermous, Eldorado, Illinois 
Mathematics

Elisha Richard Quivey, Fishers 
Sport Management

Jacob Wayne Ramsey, Williams 
Industrial Supervision

Alex Philip Rapp, Dahlgren, Illinois	   
Sport Management

Carrie Emma Rapp, Dahlgren, Illinois 
Early Childhood Education and 
Elementary Education, magna cum laude

Rachel Elizabeth Rawles, Sandborn	   
Exercise Science

Marshall Cullen Redmon, Boonville	   
Sport Management

Shealynn Marie Richards, Fairmount, Illinois	   
Exercise Science, magna cum laude

Alexis Faith Roeder, Lafayette 
Exercise Science

Jacob Rutherford, Monrovia 
Sport Management

Morgan Andrew Schitter, Newburgh	   
Environmental Science

Gabrielle Anna Seger, Jasper	    
Elementary Education, cum laude

Paul Loren Shan, Noble, Illinois	   
Manufacturing Engineering Technology

Kaylee Don Sherman, Dale 
Advanced Manufacturing

Keelyn Shae Smelley, Chesterton	   
Sport Management

Maria Kay Steckler, Ferdinand 
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Bachelor of science in engineering

Jotam Esdras Chen Cedeno, Panama City, Panama 
summa cum laude 
UNIVERSITY HONORS SCHOLAR

Michael Charles Czoer, Evansville	

Kaitlyn Brooke Hemrich, Noble, Illinois	

Luis Miguel Lopez Moreno, Sebree, Kentucky

 
Bachelor of science in manufacturing engineering

Nicholas Christopher Zieg, Newburgh	
magna cum laude

 
Bachelor of science in mechanical engineering

Lily Elizabeth Qi Bittner, Evansville	
magna cum laude

Blaine Nevin Carpenter, Lawrenceburg, Kentucky

Joseph Michael Chesebro, Newburgh	

William Tyler Choate, Oaktown	

Zachary Barrett Cosby, Greendale	  
UNIVERSITY HONORS SCHOLAR

Alyssa Marie Dudas, Newburgh	

Camden Grey Frimming, Evansville	

Ross Samuel Harris, Eldorado, Illinois	

Kyler Grant Havill, Princeton 
magna cum laude

Aven Wayne Kimmell, Flora, Illinois	

Joel Steven Knackmuhs, Evansville	

Melissa Anne Kurz, Indianapolis 
summa cum laude, 
UNIVERSITY HONORS SCHOLAR

Landon John Mayer, Haubstadt 
magna cum laude, 
UNIVERSITY HONORS SCHOLAR

Brant Thomas Rexing, Evansville	

Glen Anderson Rouch, Boonville	

Mason Scott Stoll, Haubstadt 
cum laude

Isaac Todd Whitehead, Washington	
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Elizabeth Grace Bowers, Indianapolis  
Communication Studies

Shayla Ross Broughton, New Albany  
Communication Studies

Elisabeth Rose Brown, Brownsburg  
Psychology

Adeline Jane Bueltel, Jasper    
History, cum laude

Michaela Shareen Bunner, Lynnville 
Visual Art P-12 Teaching

Mackenzie Leigh Burnett, Peru   
Anthropology, cum laude

VeJay Logan Burris, Washington  
Communication Studies

Abigail Lane Burton, Evansville 
Sociology

Joshua Andrew Bybee, Mount Pleasant  
Psychology

Cody Wayne Cameron, Mount Vernon 
Public Relations and Advertising

Lane Presley Camp, Evansville 
Radio and Television

Cheyenne Cecilia Carmon, Marengo  
Sociology

Melissa Oser Carnahan, Jasper 
Sociology

Hannah Marie Carrie, Dyer 
Psychology, magna cum laude

Natalya Brianne Carter, Evansville   
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Trevor S. Lowe, Owensboro, Kentucky 
Radio and Television, magna cum laude

Robin Elizabeth Lusby, Aurora 
History

Olivia DeeAnn Mahoney, Owensville  
Communication Studies

Maggie Frances Malott, Vincennes  
Psychology

Alexandria Marie Mangus, Middletown, Ohio  
Criminal Justice

Emily Grace Martin, Indianapolis  
Communication Studies

Austin Douglas Matthews, Santa Claus   
Sociology, summa cum laude

Sonja Lee Mattingly, Washington 
Public Relations and Advertising

Terrie Ann Adell Mayo, Chicago, Illinois  
Sociology

Peyton Elizabeth McCombs, Owensboro, 
Kentucky 
Journalism

Clarissa Raye McGregor, Evansville 
Theatre Arts

Jayla Eileen McKeever, Indianapolis  
Psychology

Jessica Lee McKinley, Morgantown  
Psychology

Maggie Rae McNeely, Flora, Illinois   
Sociology, magna cum laude,  
UNIVERSITY HONORS SCHOLAR

Candice E. Middleton, Mount Vernon  
Psychology

Jacob William Miller, Bedford  
Communication Studies

Alyssa Rose Miller, Normal, Illinois  
Psychology

Maria Cecilia Morales Barrientos, Evansville  
Psychology

Jerrith Draco Morrison, Valparaiso 
Art

Carli Anne-Marie Murkve, Valparaiso 
Art, cum laude

Dylan Joseph Murphy, Memphis 
Political Science, magna cum laude

Sydney Brooke Nalley, Huntingburg  
Philosophy

Keara Nicole Nance, Corydon 
Psychology, cum laude

Heather Nicole Navarrete, Jasper 
Public Relations and Advertising

Abigail Marie Nohalty, Newburgh 
Art, magna cum laude

Kirk Allen Odom, Fort Branch 
History, summa cum laude

Jewels Onken, Martinsville 
Public Relations and Advertising

Eric Keith Osborn, Greenfield 
Radio and Television

Alexis Renee Osgerby, Portage 
Psychology

Anissa Ronet Parris, Evansville 
Psychology

Kelsea Brianna Parrish, Newburgh 
Art

Maya Ellyia Patterson, Indianapolis   
Psychology, cum laude

John William Phillips III, Evansville   
Psychology, magna cum laude

Lauren Alexis Pilkington, McCordsville 
Radio and Television

Logan Michael Pinksta�, Jasper  
Anthropology

Aaron Porter, Fairfield, Illinois 
Public Relations and Advertising

Stephanie Nicole Porter, Wadesville 
Art

Adam Spencer Powell, Evansville 
Criminal Justice

Kirsten Dawn Pride, Elberfeld 
Psychology, cum laude,  
UNIVERSITY HONORS SCHOLAR

Cameron Danner Reeves, Evansville  
Criminal Justice

Christopher Gabriel Reynolds, Wadesville  
History

Raegan Elizabeth Richardson, Salem 
Public Relations and Advertising, cum laude

McKinley Lauren Riegle, Bloomington  
English Teaching

Rebekah Louise Robards, Evansville 
Public Relations and Advertising

Calista Rose Romhill, Evansville 
Psychology

Garret Lee Russell, Noblesville  
Communication Studies

Kenia Citlalli Salazar, Greenwood  
Psychology

Cobi Ann Schieferstein, Fort Wayne 
Public Relations and Advertising

Adam Charles Schmitt, Poseyville   
Psychology, cum laude

Caroline Dianne Schultheis, Evansville   
Communication Studies, cum laude

Krista Jane Settersten, Newburgh  
Psychology

Veronica Louise Sha�er, Romney 
English

Simran Kaur Singh, Plainfield  
Communication Studies

Abby DeAnne Sink, Mount Vernon, Illinois  
Public Relations and Advertising

Alyssa Smith, Evansville 
Art, cum laude

Reagan M. Smith, Evansville 
Criminal Justice

Annalise Marie Snyder, Westfield 
Public Relations and Advertising

Leah Kay Snyder, Olney, Illinois 
Psychology

Heather Lynne Sowles, Hebron 
Art

Faith Donna Spahr-Munoz, Bedford 
Art
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Mara Lynn Caldieraro, Greenville, Illinois   
Accounting and Professional Services and 
Marketing, magna cum laude, 
UNIVERSITY HONORS SCHOLAR

Preston Martin Cameron, Floyds Knobs   
Finance, magna cum laude

Plarent Cane, Newburgh 
Computer Science, magna cum laude

Madison Erin Carter, Lawrenceville, Illinois  
Business Administration

Andrew Clayton Cicierko, Clayton 
Marketing

Ashley SueAnn Clark, Evansville  
Management

Austin Cody, Henderson, Kentucky   
Management, cum laude

Grace Anna Marie Co�man, Evansville  
Marketing

Johnathan Blake Cole, Pendleton 
Business Administration

Parker Thomas Collignon, Owensboro, Kentucky 
Accounting and Professional Services and 
Economics, summa cum laude

Justin Dean Compton, Hope 
Finance

Brayton Reed Cornelius, Switz City 
Business Administration

Monique Celeste Corners, Centralia, Illinois  
Marketing

Sydni Lynn Cosby, Evansville 
Marketing

Hansen E. Cox, Evansville 
Business Administration

Lexie Margaret Crago, Owensboro, Kentucky   
Business Administration, magna cum laude, 
UNIVERSITY HONORS SCHOLAR

Lisa Marie Crago, Owensboro, Kentucky   
Accounting and Professional Services, 
magna cum laude,  
UNIVERSITY HONORS SCHOLAR

Andrew Keenan Craney, Evansville   
Marketing, cum laude

Daniel John DeLira, Hebron 
Management

Logan Christopher Dean, Evansville  
Management

Hannah Marie Denning, Mount Vernon   
Management, magna cum laude

Alex Christopher Doan, Princeton 
Marketing

Jordyn Denice Donohoo, Lynnville 
Finance, cum laude

Hannah Nicole Dulaney, Clay City, Illinois  
Business Administration

William Joseph Duthoo, Newburgh   
Computer Science, cum laude

Tyler E�inger, Evansville 
Management

Mackenzie M. Etienne, Leopold 
Accounting and Professional Services

Kendall Marie Falkenstein, Evansville  
Marketing

James Quinton Fife, New Harmony  
Computer Information Systems

Josie Leigh Fisher, Bedford 
Management

William Bradley Fleetwood, Washington  
Accounting and Professional Services  
and Finance

Taylor Lee Frantz, Evansville 
Marketing

Kiera Lian Qian Gest, Evansville 
Accounting and Professional Services

Juana Katheryn Gonzalez, Evansville  
Marketing

Matthew Reid Graham, Grandview  
Marketing

Nolan Gray, Corydon, Kentucky 
Finance

Connor Scott Green, Fort Branch 
Business Administration

Kaitlin Michelle Green, Henderson, Kentuck23 (k8 (,67y (e)]TJ
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Lauren Marie Lively, Elberfeld 
Accounting and Professional Services  
and Finance, summa cum laude

Alexander Wade Lytle, Lynnville 
Business Administration

Jackson Robert Mann, Evansville 
Finance

Andrew Paul Martin, Lafayette 
Management

Keagan Kay Maslanka, Newburgh 
Business Administration

Elyse Catherine Mastison, Evansville   
Finance and Business Administration, 
magna cum laude,  
UNIVERSITY HONORS SCHOLAR

Corbin Elliot Mata, Frankfort 
Business Administration

Uvonne A’Shaye Maxwell, Evansville  
Business Administration

Hugues Mbumba, Lubumbashi, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
Computer Science

Seth Mitchel McCain, Evansville 
Business Administration

Evan Michael McCarthy, Evansville   
Management, magna cum laude

David E. McGary, Evansville 
Computer Science

Tanner Blake McIntosh, Newburgh  
Economics

Mary Nicole McMullen, Cannelburg   
Accounting and Professional Services  
and Finance, cum laude

Maggie Rae McNeely, Flora, Illinois   
Marketing, magna cum laude

Blake Alexander Merrill, Evansville 
Computer Information Systems

Shayla M. Miller, Wayne City, Illinois  
 Business Administration

Patrick John Minahan, Louisville, Kentucky  
Business Administration

Jacob Benjamin Mitchell, Evansville  
Computer Science

Madelyn Shayne Mitchell, Dixon, Kentucky 
Marketing, cum laude

Kaitlyn N. Moore, Evansville 
Computer Science

Anna Alicia Mullins, Fort Wayne 
Management

Janea Yvette Myles, Indianapolis 
Finance

Bryant Gage Nalley, Otwell 
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This printed list of candidates for degrees does not include late changes.

Aubry Nichole Swedenburg, Evansville  
Business Administration

Nicole Vidangos Pardo, Santa Cruz, Bolivia   
Finance and Management, magna cum laude

Colten Joseph Walsh, Lake Saint Louis, Missouri 
Finance, magna cum laude

Charles Jacob Walters, Henderson, Kentucky  
Management

Andrew Robert Watkins, Washington  
Finance

Kimberlyn Marie Weaver, McLeansboro, Illinois 
Business Administration

Nathaniel Robert Wesseling, Avon 
Computer Science

Breanna Catherine Wilkey, Huntingburg  
Business Administration

Zachary Michael Williams, Mount Vernon, 
Illinois 
Computer Science, cum laude

Corey M. Wilson, Spurgeon 
Economics

Madison Winemiller, Vincennes 
Marketing and Finance

Chad M. Winkler, Vincennes 
Accounting and Professional Services  
and Finance, summa cum laude

Emily Kay Witsman, Lawrenceville, Illinois  
Business Administration

Gehrig Matthew Wynn, Benton, Illinois  
Business Administration
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Presidential Medallion
During the Middle Ages, medallions signi� ed membership in 
religious orders and guilds; in the Renaissance, membership 
in elite orders of knighthood and prominence in government 
of� ce. Today, colleges and universities strike medallions to 
commemorate important events and achievements. The 
University of Southern Indiana Presidential Medallion 
signi� es the authority bestowed upon the president.

Donated by the late Melvin Denner, professor emeritus of 
biology, and Anne Denner, former instructor in nutrition 
and biology, and their family, a medallion was fabricated 
by Honorcraft for the 1995 inauguration of USI President 
H. Ray Hoops. Dr. Denner served as grand marshal at the 
University’s � rst inauguration.

For President Rochon’s inauguration a new medallion 
was struck with the updated Seal and a new chain was 
fabricated. In addition to the names of USI’s presidents 
on the reverse side of the medallion, the new chain was 
commissioned bearing their names on four separate 
plates. Made by Medalcraft Mint, Inc., the medallion 



42

COMMENCEMENT TRADITIONS

Academic Regalia
The academic garb dates from medieval days when 
university students wore woolen and fur garments for 
warmth in damp and drafty buildings. Most of those 
studying were clerics in holy orders; they wore a cloak 
to which was attached a hood that could be pulled up 
to cover their tonsured heads. 

Simpli� ed today, the garb serves to remind us that 
its wearer is a member of an ancient and venerable 
profession; it also indicates, by its color and design, 
the wearer’s degree and the institution by which the 
degree was conferred.

In the United States, black has been the traditional 
color for academic gowns, but some institutions authorize 
holders of their doctorates to wear colors of the institution. 
The bachelor’s gown is distinguished by its long, open 
sleeves; the master’s by its closed, slitted sleeves; the 
doctoral by its full sleeves trimmed with bands of velvet, 
which may be black or a color denoting the � eld in 
which the degree was taken.

The mortarboard cap, proper for all degrees, is black. Tassels, 
usually black, are worn over the left front quarter of the cap. 
Holders of the doctorate may wear tassels of gold thread. 

Academic hoods vary in length according to the degree 
attained and are lined with the colors of the institution 
by which the degree was granted. Hooding signi� es the 
induction of the graduate into the fellowship of the 
academy, a welcoming gesture by those who represent the 
high standards of scholarship and creative achievement.

Doctoral and master’s degree candidates will receive 
hoods distinctive to their degrees. The honorary doctoral 
hoods of the University of Southern Indiana are black, 
lined with blue satin with red satin chevrons. They are 
edged with white velvet. Retired members of the University 
faculty can be recognized in today’s ceremony by the 
red, white and blue cords or a replica of the Presidential 
Medallion with a blue ribbon worn with their regalia.

The Distinguished Professor Award is the highest 
recognition bestowed upon a faculty member at the 
University of Southern Indiana. Faculty who have received 
this award can be recognized in today’s ceremony by the 
blue and red stole embroidered with the University Seal 
worn with their regalia.

Baccalaureate Scholarship Honors
The baccalaureate degree candidate graduating with either a 
4.0 or the highest grade point average graduates summa cum 

laude. Baccalaureate students with a grade point average of 
3.80 or higher graduate magna cum laude. Those with grade 
point averages between 3.60 and 3.79 graduate cum laude. 
These achievements are set forth on the individual diplomas. 
Honor students can be recognized in the Commencement 
exercises by colored stoles and tassels. Gold indicates summa 
cum laude; red, magna cum laude; and blue, cum laude.

Because students enrolled in doctoral and master’s degree 
programs are expected to maintain a minimum grade 
point average of 3.0, and most achieve much higher levels, 
scholarship honors at Commencement are given only 
to baccalaureate students.

University Honors Scholars
The designation of University Honors Scholar is awarded to 
students who successfully complete the Honors Program. 
They can be recognized in the Commencement ceremony 
by the white honor cords worn with their regalia. 

Alumni Association Pins
Graduates in each ceremony are receiving alumni lapel 
pins with the University logo as a gift from the University 
of Southern Indiana Alumni Association. The Alumni 
Association was organized with the � rst graduating class 
in 1971.

Photography During Ceremony
A commercial photographer will take a photo of each 
graduate as the diploma is presented on stage. A second 
photograph will be taken as the graduate departs from 
the stage. Graduates will receive proofs of the photos 
from which duplicates can be ordered. Family members 
who wish to take still or video photographs during the 
ceremony may do so from their seats. Your cooperation 
ensures the dignity of the Commencement ceremony.

Photographs taken by USI Photography and Multimedia 
also will be available following the ceremonies in two 
locations. You can � nd USI Photography and Multimedia 
on Facebook, or view a gallery of images and order prints 
at www.usi.edu/gradphotos.

Notice of Photography, Video and 
Audiotaping

Photography, video and audio may be recorded before, 
during and after each ceremony and may be used in 
future University of Southern Indiana news, advertising 
and promotional materials. By attending this event, 
you consent to having your likeness captured without 
restriction or � nancial compensation for possible 
University use and publication.
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