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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

Leonard Dowhie is part Loki and part Bugs Bunny, or he at least functions as the mercurial trickster for our visual 
artistic community here at USI.  His personality is charming while simultaneously being a bit gruff.  His artwork is 
alluring while sometimes being iconoclastic.  He uses the primordial medium of clay as a soapbox to comment on 
the incredulous social conundrums he finds himself witnessing, while also being conscious of the medium’s beauty 
and the aesthetic qualities of the surfaces and forms he works on. 

Lenny is an invested scholar of ceramics, whose role as a teacher and mentor at USI has transmuted into his role as 
director of the New Harmony Clay Project.  The program has hosted and encouraged a growing list of skilled artists 
from around the globe, many of whom are represented in this exhibition through their works assembled in the Blaffer 
Collection.  Mitzi Davis, the program manager for the NHCP, has been integral to the center’s day to day success.  
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VIEW FROM MY WINDOW, HANGZHOU, CHINA
Pastels on Arches 

41” x 23”

Cover Image:
JOSEPH, JESUS, AND ANIMAL MAGNETISM
Cast & altered porcelain figures, underglazes, glazes, decals and luster 
Each figure is 12” tall
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92 DINNER CONVERSATIONS (THAT WILL NEVER HAPPEN)
Cast & Shot dinnerware

4’ x 3’ x 3”

FISH MONGER, TAIWAN
Pastels on Arches 
31” x 22”
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ST. MICKEY OF THE LAND MINES
Cast and Constructed Whiteware 

20” x 15” x 7” 
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ARTIFACTS TPOT
SolidWare, Carved Whiteware Clay  

& Lots of Lead Glaze 
20” x 7” x 5” 

THE WALK TO MY STUDIO,  
HANGZHOU CHINA
Cast & Constructed Whiteware slip,
32” x 19” x 3”
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SPINAL TPOT WITH THE 
OFFENDING GOLD PART

Constructed Whiteware Clay 
14.5” x 4” x 4” 

BLUE BOY TPOT
Cast and Constructed Whiteware 

17” x 14” x 8” 
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Founded by Professor Lenny Dowhie in 2015, The New Harmony Clay Project 
(NHCP) is an International Artist in Residence program housed in the Sarah  
Campbell Blaffer Pottery Studio in New Harmony, Indiana. The program fosters  
an environment that supports the investigation of new ideas and work of ceramic 
artists. Additionally, NHCP supports this mission through the residency,  
educational and public events programing. For more information go to:   
https://nhclayproject.org/ or check us out on Facebook or Instagram.

One outgrowth of the NHCP has been the development of a permanent record  
of our resident artists in the form of a permanent collection. Thus, we are  
pleased to present many of the pieces from that collection as an adjunct  
exhibition to the main presentation.

Top Left: Donna Causland, COMING TO TERMS WITH HENRY
Top Right: Yoko Sekino-Bove, EYE OF GOD DICE

Middle Right: Marina Kunchinski, FORCE MULTIPLIERS
Bottom Right: Alicia Porter, UNTITLED

THE NEW HARMONY CLAY PROJECT



ARTIST’S STATEMENT

When Brett first proposed this exhibition some 2 or 3 years ago, we didn’t envision a world shutting down around 
us with the largest worldwide pandemic since the 1918 Spanish Flu. As a result of delays caused by Covid and other 
circumstances, the show evolved to be a more inclusive exhibit as well as one that focused upon parts of the Lenny & 
Anne Dowhie collection which will eventually be coming to the University as part of our donation of art to USI.

I have been working with mud for just over 50 years starting in 1970 when some graduate students challenged me 
 to take their class. The rest, as they say, is history. I have had the great fortune and pleasure to have worked with, 
known, and revered many of the giants in the field of ceramics: Don Reitz, Val Cushing, Victor Spinski, Rudy Autio, Dick 
Hay and so many more. All those artists influenced and helped me with my career. I have also been extraordinarily 
fortunate to have been invited to participate in numerous Artist in Residence programs around the world meeting 
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